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T he clouds were looking even angrier than they had before. My altimeter was spiraling up 
above 7000ft. I was being buffeted like a plastic duck in a kid’s bathtub. Cloud suck! That old 

adage was going through my head, “Better to be on the ground, wishing you were in the air…”
My partner and I had arrived in Montreux on Lake Geneva just days before, and the weather was 

perfect for the Montreux Jazz Festival – cool nights and warm days with light winds. I had brought my 
flying gear as I’d been signed off as an Intermediate PG and obtained an IPPI level 4 license just a few 
weeks before. I’d heard there was some good flying in the area, around Villeneuve and local launches of 
Sonchaux, Jaman and Rochers de Naye (the Antenna). 

A day after arriving, I’d sought out some local experience at the Villeneuve landing. What a great bunch of guys. 
They took me up to Sonchaux launch that afternoon in a mini bus. Ten francs for a oneway ride to 1400m overlooking 
the beautiful lake, onelane hairpins, no barriers, Deep Purple’s ‘Smoke on the Water’ blaring from the speakers. The 

weather was spectacular – clear skies, light WSW breeze, two to three knots. Great for a sleddie 
over the Villeneuve village and into the LZ. Fifteen minutes later I was on the ground, at 400m AMSL. 
Brilliant. My first flight as an Intermediate, in Switzerland.

Four days later, the late morning conditions were again looking good, but this time from a 
different launch – Jaman. This is 1700m AMSL, taking NW and alongside the spectacular Dent de 
Jaman. This seemed a great next step. Catching the Rochers de Naye train up the mountain is easy 
and stepping off at Jaman station, it’s a short walk to launch. A beautiful outlook to Lake Geneva 
and the Swiss Riviera.

There was nobody on launch, but the windsock told me wind speed and direction were great 
at about 8kt NW. Good for a reverse launch and possibly for some thermals moving up the valley. 
Perhaps I could get some soaring in over this beautiful countryside. 
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by Steve Runciman

Sonchaux launch

Sonchaux
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Sun’s passing hit the WA hang gliding community 
hard. There was an outpouring of loss and 
bewilderment on the local forums: 

“I learnt so much from him and he was always 
inspirational to sit around and talk with.”

“If I could take back something I said to him, it would 
be telling him off for wanging my C4 at Sand Patch that 
day. Even if it was hard for me to keep a straight face with 
him smiling from ear to ear.”

“He was a nice guy who helped me out enormously 
and gave me some great tips and help. He will be missed.”

Sun was always ready to help fellow pilots, loved 
a good party and got involved in everything that was 
going on. If we were to try to capture all the tributes, 
everybody’s memories of Sun, it would take a whole 
issue of SkySailor. The following piece, by HGAWA 
Secretary Richard Breyley, sums it up nicely:

“It was Saturday night in Westonia and it was 
dark; there was a black-out. Imagine my joy 
when I heard Sun call out from the back of 
his truck. I had heard he was coming up to 
the comp, but Sun was a free spirit and you 

never really knew till he turned up…”
“I first met Sun back in 2002 at the Sky Sports flying 

school in Wyalkatchem. He was finishing off his training, 
I was starting mine. I believe he had started his training 
some years before, left and was now finishing it. Back 

then Sun was already showing his flair and knowledge 
of our sport.

Sometimes you learn more about someone after they 
die. To most of us Sun was that joyous person we met 
at Cottesloe or Bunbury whenever there was a westerly 
blowing. He always stood out wearing his bright red 
skaters helmet with a goatee beard masking a huge smile. 
He was always quick with a ‘hello’ holding out his hand.

Sun was also a person with a beautiful mind. He had 
strong opinions about most things; legalising certain 
drugs, the inevitable failure of capitalism, etc. It would 
be fair to say that most of his opinions were not 
‘mainstream’. But when it came to hang gliding they were 
mainstream. Sun worked tirelessly over the years at a 
club, State and National level to secure the future of the 
sport. At a local level he secured the Back Beach site at 
Bunbury requiring special permission from CASA due to 
the site’s proximity to a public road. At a National level 
he was President of the HGFA and was instrumental in 
rebuilding the HGFA from its recent calamities.

Sun was a fantastic communicator. They say getting 
hang glider pilots to agree is like herding cats. Sun must 
have been a cat whisperer. In a group situation he had 
an uncanny ability to allow the discussion to proceed 
without being personally overbearing, but guide that 
discussion to its logical end. Everybody would leave 
feeling they had gained something.

Talking to Sun’s family there was another side to him. 
He did not do particularly well at school, left home then 
came back. A very smart and wise recruitment officer in 
the RAAF saw Sun’s potential rather that his chequered 
past and asked him when he was going to get his shit 
together? The answer was, “Now, Sir.” After leaving 
the RAAF, Sun worked for other companies or himself, 
or both. A man with his technology skills and his ability 
to get things done always seemed to find work when 
he needed it.

Sun was also about to finish refitting his old freezer 
truck as a home. He had room for all his gliders, motorbikes, 
toilet, shower, bed and kitchenette. That’s all he needed, 
to be comfortable and to live life, maybe not off the grid, 
but certainly close to the edge of the grid.

I was standing next to Sun when he launched that 
Sunday afternoon. It’s kind of fitting his last legible 
words were, “GO GO GO.” He somehow managed to land 
his glider despite being seriously incapacitated by a 
medical condition. A true pilot to the core.

There were westnorwesters blowing at Bunbury on 
Saturday, and our mate wasn’t there.”

Sun served on the HGFA Committee of Management 
(CoM) from February 2011. After a year, he stepped up 
to the position of Secretary, then served as President 
from October 2014 until he passed away in March 2016.

During that time he was always a solid contributor 
to CoM meetings, systems and outcomes. One of his 
most significant achievements at the committee level 
was to persuade the CoM to replace the propriety 
administration database, which was costing tens of 
thousands of dollars per year in license and service fees, 
with an open source ‘home grown’ database, costing a 
fraction to maintain. Long term savings to members in 
the hundreds of thousands of dollars will result. The 
HGFA administration database and accident reporting 
system is now owned by the HGFA and can be sold and/
or licensed to other organisations.

Sun was descendent from American Indians and 
the Native American 10 Commandments were proudly 
displayed in his truck.

The Amerindian Ten Commandments:
1. The Earth is our Mother care for her.
2. Honour all your relations.
3. Open your heart and soul to the Great Spirit.
4. All life is sacred, treat all beings with respect.
5.  Take from the Earth what is needed and nothing more.
6. Do what needs to be done for the good of all.
7.  Give constant thanks to the Great Spirit for each 

new day.
8. Speak the truth, but only of the good in others.
9.  Follow the rhythms of the nature, rise and retire 

with the sun.
10. Enjoy life’s journey but leave no tracks.

 

Unfortunately, this was not to be, as I failed to 
stick to any lift and I was happy enough with another 
20 minute sleddie. After packing my wing at the LZ,  
I realised to my horror that I had lost my wallet. Was it 
on a rooftop in Villeneuve? Was it in the long grass of the 
fouracre landing area? A traveller’s worst nightmare!  
I searched where I had landed, to no avail. My last hope 
was that it had been lost on launch while I was ground
handling the wing for launch. I needed to do another trip 
to Jaman – walk to Villeneuve station, train to Montreux, 
train to Jaman – all up around 90 minutes. I got started.

An hour and a half later I was searching the launch. 
Bingo! There it was, lying in the grass. I couldn’t have 
been happier. Much relieved now, I could fly down to 
Villeneuve again. I zipped the wallet into my harness.

The weather was starting to deteriorate as some 
darkbottomed clouds collected behind launch. Another 
pilot was setting up and I mentioned the weather, even 
the wind was a little cyclic up the face. It was now 
around 10 to 12kt and flicking a little. He seemed fine 
with it and explained in broken English that it was quite 
normal. Hmm, okay. It was now midafternoon.

I decided to launch and get down to the landing 
paddock asap. I set up for a reverse inflation, brought 

the wing up and 
as I turned I was 
immediately lifted 
off launch almost 
vertically. I looked 
down at the other 
pilot and said, “See you down there!” I never saw him 
again and my world of hurt began.

This was my first experience with the afternoon 
valley winds in the Alps, with a little bit of cloudsuck 
thrown in. I worked the front of launch trying to 
penetrate. I was getting nowhere, except higher. I 
pushed the speedbar to full extension. At last I was 
making some progress out into the valley, but continued 
to climb steadily towards cloudbase, which I estimated 
at about 8000ft, after leaving launch at 5750ft. 

Out in front of me, beautiful Lake Geneva was 
sparkling with clear skies above, but back here at the 
start of the mountains it was overcast. I swung out to 
the south and tried to find less lifty conditions. Over 
my left shoulder I passed by the Antenna of Rochers 
de Naye and it dropped below me as I entered the next 
valley. My vario continued to scream at me as I passed 
through 7000ft. 

The clouds seemed close enough to touch. I tried 
to do some tight 360s, but that didn’t work either. 
I hit 7200ft. It was getting serious. I didn’t want to 
enter those clouds. I pointed the glider down the valley 
towards the lake and wrapped the tips up hard. I felt 
vulnerable and unstable, but I held on tight with full 
speedbar and big ears. I was finally descending, but at 
a very slow sink rate. I pulled the outer As for what was 
probably only five or so minutes, but it seemed like an 
eternity. 

I had made it to above the town of Villeneuve, 
turned south again and flew between the lake and the 
mountains. There was still so much lift, I big eared again 
to lose height, flew to the edge of the range where I 
hoped for less lift and again turned toward the lake, 
using big ears and speedbar. Finally, I was descending 
and released the big ears to turn towards the landing 
paddock. It was then I realised that I was not going to 
make it back to the LZ. 

Off the speedbar, I tried to maintain some altitude 
as I flew crosswind toward the landing. Nope, it was too 
risky, time to choose an alternative. I looked carefully 
for overhead wires on potential approaches to a large 
vacant lot next to the motorway, sandwiched between a 
hotel and car yard. Yes! Car yards have plenty of flags to 
indicate the wind direction and I adjusted my approach 
over a couple of cranes into wind for a perfect landing.

The walk back to the train station was 20 minutes 
of reflection. I’d learnt a lot in the last hour. I was also 
pleased I’d remembered my training, thanks to a great 
instructor, Andrew Polidano. I hadn’t needed to Bline, 
but I’d been able to get out of some serious lift, and 
his words had been ringing in my ears, “Always have an 
alternate landing planned.”

I walked into the nearest shop to grab a beer. 

Happy reunion

Jaman launch
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How the locals celebrate  
summer on Lake Geneva 

Photos: Steve Runciman

Lake Geneva

On 29 February 2016, at the WA State 

Titles at Westonia, Sun Nickerson 

suffered an in-air medical emergency 

shortly after take-off. Despite being seriously incapacitated 

he managed to land his glider. Unfortunately, he passed 

away in hospital shortly afterwards.

by Peter South, Alex Jones and Richard Breyley

Vale Sun Nickerson
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multiple occasions, go backwards just to stay up, and 
even hang on to lighter lift as I noticed the day cycling. 
The Gecko did very well to get me where I needed to go 
and usually with more altitude than I’d expected. Most 
climbs were averaging 400ft/min, sometimes even 600.

When I finally reached College Station, I had many 
emotions running through my head – very happy to 
break my PB of 69 miles, close to my first 100mile 
flight and the Gecko challenge waiting on the horizon. 
Just as I had a little happy dance in my harness, it got 
slow again. Windspeed dropped, climbs slowed and 
the sky was drying out. I had been in the air for nearly 
four hours and could see the energy winding down for a 
beautiful sunset. Blue holes were expanding as the sea 
breeze chased me and I still had 
about 50km to go. So close, yet 
still so far.

Getting nervous as I was 
losing altitude to about 2500ft, I 
focused on three options for lift. 
First, the landfill worked great. 
There were birds all the way 
from the bottom to cloudbase as 
I turned in 600ft/min. My drivers 
cheered me on and told me I’d 
just flown 188km! Woohoo!

But, why stop there? I was 
still climbing and the sky had 
dissolved all but two beautiful 
clouds just ahead. I left my 
bird thermal and topped out 
everything I could get before 
going on final glide into a blue 
sky. The tailwind returned and 
increased to 16mph and I could 
see I was covering miles quickly. 
Best final glide I’ve ever had! 
Nearly five hours later I settled 

on a landing field 210km away and had a beautiful 
landing. Wow, I did it. Gecko Girl did it!

The Gecko continues to amaze me and the flying 
is always fun. I am very confident the Gecko can go 
even farther. If I could have launched earlier or had 
not been chased by seabreeze, I am sure the 244km 
waypoint would have been 
behind me. I look forward 
to many flights and long 
miles on the Gecko. Thank 
you Moyes for a beautiful 
hang glider!

Cloud streets had formed early in the morning 
and continued to develop and rise as the Texan 
sun baked the land. The forecast predicted 

good 15mph southerly winds all the way up and at a 
comfortable heading that would neither push me into 
Houston or College Station airspace. As I waited outside 

the Cowboy Up hangar for Bart and Tiki to arrive at 
1300, I gazed at the sky and watched the clouds cycle 
through their life. I set a waypoint 244km out which 
would provide good guidance, but also act as a dangling 
carrot to get to.

I launched at 1340 and got off from a very rowdy 
tow expecting to turn and zoom straight up, but the lift 
was not there. My best option was to pull VG and drive 
upwind to find lift, but after burning precious altitude 
over shaded ground I decided to relight. At 1406, take 
two and nearly the same! My friend called me on the 
radio to tell me he decked it only a few fields downwind. 

Just as concern grew, I found my XC ticket. A solid 
400ft/min climb took me to 4000ft and the sky ahead 
looked great! By the time I topped out, I was well out of 
glide to the airport and on my way.

It was tough and slowgoing at first. I went on a 
decent glide to the next good cloud and lost nearly half 
my altitude along the way. I flew through beeps but 
struggled to find a solid climb like the one I’d just left. 
My friend radioed to tell me he’d raced to the ground 
hunting for good stuff and recommended I hang on to 
whatever I could find. I did a quick search under the 
cloud and realised he was right – 50 to 100ft/min was 
the best that would keep me aloft for nearly 20 minutes 
as I drifted along.

The cloud was dying and I’d been looking everywhere 
for my next climb. Behind me it didn’t look promising, 
the cloud to the west was far and too risky to get to, 
east was blue, and ahead looked like I was going to 
miss the lift train up. I chose to charge ahead but with a 
watchful eye on the blue. Sinking rapidly and now down 
to 1000ft, I felt a thermal close by. In groundtrigger 
mode, I glanced down and found a beautiful thermal 
rolling through the tall silky grass. Sure enough, this one 
fed a brand new wispy forming in the blue.

Topping out in a pleasant 400ft/min climb, the sky 
ahead allowed me to relax for a few minutes. That said, 
I was not on a beeline to goal. I had to cross streets on 

The Gecko Challenge

12 July 2016, Wharton, Texas. The morning skies promised 

another long day, another chance to claim the Gecko challenge. 

I had been trying repeatedly to get the 188km task done and 

break my personal record of 111km at the same time, but each 

attempt ended halfway or even less. I never let it get me down, 

but I was very eager to claim the challenge. Today was the day 

I would finally go the distance!
by Niki Longshore

Getting ready Photos: Courtesy Niki Longshore
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F
resh to overseas comps, I enjoyed the learning 
curve of race comp flying among some of the 
best of European Cat2 pilots. Felipe adapted his 

considerable experience of both flatland and mountain 
flying to the venue, pushing hard for a result and solid 
WPRS points, in a place where conditions had to be read 
with considerable verve and good results were hard won.

Race from Monte Dolada, 1494m
Task 1 on day two of the comp saw overcast conditions 
with a chance of overdevelopment. We had a back and 
forth task of 36.8km, which, when flown close to the rock 
walls and steep forests, had the leaders stop for merely 
three thermals for the entire race. It was very new for 
me to see just how close the Enzos and Booms get to the 
rocks, hugging each contour, crevice and gorge.

Felipe finished 
15, myself 49. The 
fastest averaged 
31.8km/h.

Task 2  
On Day 3
A fun 78.4km task 
saw us do an out and return to Feltre (location of the 
16th Preworlds. Precomp and throughout we were 
plagued by hot, humid and overdeveloping conditions. 
One hardly knew where the next build up and release 
would come from. On this day, we were fortunate that 
the majority of tall cu’s stayed deep in the Dolomites. 

Along the course line were considerable clouded out 
sections which didn’t seem to deter the leading gaggle. 
All they seemed to know was foot to the floor – the only 
way was deeper, lower and forward! Two kilometres 
out from the far turnpoint and halfway through the 
race, I met the leading gaggle returning with a good 30 
pilots spread throughout this section. Unfortunately, 
a mistake in tagging the TP and climbing back up to 
altitude, saw me waste a good 20 minutes scratching 
every tree at 200m above the valley floor to regain the 
height needed to hop on to a nice sunny spur. 

When you were down low, it was technical (0.5
1m/s) to get back up to where the climbs were 23m/s 
and consolidated. Felipe stuck to being consistently 
15th, while I waddled in at 57th. The winner came in with 
30.7km/h average.

Czech/Slovak Open

Australian PG Squad pilots, Jan Tupy and Felipe Rezende, 

headed to the Italian Alps to enjoy some superb racing amongst 

the high mountains of the sub-Italian Dolomites. 

by Jan Tupy

Task 3 On Day 5
A challenging task of 89.4km saw noone in goal, yet 
this task proved to be the antichrist of the comp, with 
future protest and antiprotest that nearly saw the comp 
cancelled, and involving the Czech/Slovak equivalent of 
the HGFA to prevent this. Sadly this changed the mood and 
energy for the rest of the comp, with politics and power 
struggles engulfing the proceedings. A story in itself…

This task had us again heading out towards Feltre, 
then crossing the valley (or not, for safety), rounding the 
lake and back to the LZ. On launch all looked hunky dory, 
yet as soon as one rounded Monte Dolada and looked 
down the mountain range on our course line, it was all 
shaded out as far as the eye could see, including the 
valleys. Hmm, from the word go we knew this task was 
going to be nasty!

With nothing but darkness ahead of us, most of 
the pilots needed to squeeze out 20kmplus glides 
from Monte Dolada as it just wasn’t worth stopping to 
turn in the dark. The 20 to 24km section proved to be 
a graveyard for the majority of the lower rated wings 
which didn’t have the glide to the first areas of lift. I have 
never flown so close to trees and rock faces as I needed 
to in this section. I could have woven a nice headpiece 
from the local foliage if I hadn’t been so busy squeezing 
my cheeks tightly and doing my best not to end up as 
a Dolomite koala! The ones who made it spent another 
20 minutes scratching, zigging and zagging across the 
trees, ridges, spines, buildings or whatever they could 
use to keep afloat. I admit to a sense of desperation 
to stay in the air I have not experienced before! At this 
stage many of the leaders and something like 30 other 
pilots were all bunched up in the same area, at various 
altitudes. With only a handful having sufficient height 
to move on. 

Now we were presented with two options. Both 
sticking to the mountains (safety) and being under total 
cloud cover (not appealing, I just did that) or hopping 
into the valley and sticking to the course line. There were 
spots of sun dotted throughout the valley – though 
it was known to be hardly working – but I opted for 
the latter. I just didn’t want go through the previous 
punishment again. The valley along which all our racing 
was done holds the town of Belluno (population 35,000
ish), and is roughly 10km at its widest and only two to 
three kilometres at its narrowest. 

The short cut along the course line gave me and a 
handful of pilots (spread out over a few kilometres) a 
nice head start on the rest of the field, yet would prove 

All photos: Jan Tupy
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to be my nemesis. One of these pilots flew with me 
(an evenly rated wing) and made a nice low save that I 
didn’t recover from (even though I came in above him), 
finishing a commendable sixth for the day. I certainly 

experienced plenty of fabulous learning 
here! Felipe finished 24th, I 31st.

Task 4
This one was cancelled at the start gate, 
with massive overdevelopment on every 
ridge one could see.

Task 5 On Day 7
Yet another very challenging task of 
71.6km. Only six pilots made goal. Kudos 
to them, as the majority of the field landed 

between the 17 and 34km markers. Again, the course 
line was totally shaded out, with only a few making the 
right decisions and topping up in the correct sections, 
before heading off on their death glides. 

Overall, out of 126 participants, Felipe came 16th, 
flying EN CCC Ozone Enzo 2 and Jan 46th flying EN D 
Gradient Avax XC5.  
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Southern Summer Series 2016
The SSS kicked off in midspring with the first leg being 
held in Bright at Mystic. There was plenty of enthusiasm 
for these first racing days of the season with 22 pilots 
coming along to compete. 

Task 1 was set as a 59km race around the valley  
with turnpoints at Harrietville and Eurobin and finishing 
back at the Mystic LZ. Conditions were not so easy as 
pilots who didn’t top out all climbs found themselves 
low and struggling. In the end, three achieved goal with 
several more finding themselves frustratingly short. The 
day was won by Andrew Horchner, 20 minutes ahead 
of everyone else. Unfortunately, the second day of the 
weekend was blown out.

Task two took competitors to Mt Broughton – a 
southerly facing site not far from the township of Yea. 
The first day of the weekend did not lend itself to flying,  

so task 2 was held on the Sunday. A provisional task was 
set heading to the north, however, the crosswind above 
launch meant that the task was reset to the east. A 
60km task to Mansfield with a turnpoint in Bonnie Doon 
meant competitors crossed an arm of Lake Eildon on 
their way to goal. 

The conditions for the first third of the race were 
blue and a little slow, but the day improved and as 
pilots approached Bonnie Doon, the field stretched out. 
Several pilots out front landed right at the edge of the 
cloud line, 10 to 15km short of goal. Andrew Horchner 
and Frank Adler won the day, sailing in over the top of 
frustrated pilots. Several more pilots dribbled in, with 
some turning back once they tagged goal. Mt Broughton 
has rarely been used for racing in the past few years. It 
isn’t the best place for race tasks, but for smaller groups 
of pilots or for elapsed times tasks it proved to be a 
great place to fly.

Several weekends of strong winds or excessive heat 
forced the competition to lose potential tasks over the 
season. However, conditions came together later in the 
season when the competition traveled to Corryong. 

This was a special event in that SSS, Skyhigh club 
(Melbourne) and the ACT club all had events happening 
in conjunction with each other. The forecast for several 
days out didn’t look promising, but those who frequent 
Corryong know that the weather forecasts don’t count 
for much in this area. 

The first day of the long weekend had showers off in 
the distance so no task was set even though free flying 
was permitted. Then, on the Sunday of the long weekend 
the weather turned it on for all. A FAI triangle task of 
50km was set, beginning at Mt Elliot, to the airfield 
via turnpoints at Pine Mountain and Cudgewa. This day 
was probably the best of all of the days racing we had 
had during the SSS season. In hindsight, the task was 
probably under set by 25 or 30km. I managed to win the 
day 40 minutes ahead of the next competitor. 

Still in Corryong over the long weekend, task 4 turned 
out to be quite a challenging one. It was 47km long and 
intentionally set over terrain that would provide the 
best lines. Stronger wind later in the task made going 

The inaugural Southern Summer Series (SSS) 

paragliding competition was held last summer. 

Competitions of a similar nature have been held 

in New South Wales (Weekend Warrior Series) and 

in Queensland (Northern Summer Series). The aim 

of all these competitions is to introduce pilots to 

competition racing as well as providing an opportunity 

for more seasoned competition pilots to practice their 

racing/competition skills outside the AAA sanctioned 

National comps. 

by Wally Arcidiacono

Victorian State Racing

Task 2 had mostly blue conditions for the first two thirds of the race. 
This is the view from Andrew Forbes’ glider, heading towards Bonnie 
Doon and Lake Eildon

Photo: Andrew Forbes

Task 3 at Corryong was a classic 50km FAI triangle. 

Image sourced from [highcloud.net/xc]

very difficult as pilots 
had big transitions into 
a firm headwind. The 
Berringama turnpoint 
proved to be the crux 
of the flight and once 
tagged getting back 
to goal at the airfield 
proved to be quite easy. 
I also won this day even 
though I bombed out on 

my first flight. 
Task 5 was to be the last task of the competition. The aim at the beginning of the 

series was to have as many tasks as possible (with a minimum of five), but due to poor 
conditions along the way many tasks were cancelled. Task 5 was a classic ‘cat’s cradle’ 
around the Ovens and Buckland valley with Mystic as the starting point. 

Unfortunately, conditions on launch changed shortly after the window opened 
and only several pilots got off the ground. The task continued in spite of this and 
slow conditions made the going sluggish and cold. In many ways this was the 
deciding task to see who would win the overall SSS competition. At this point I was 
leading Andrew Horchner by a small margin. Whoever beat the other would win the 
overall rankings. 

During T5, Andrew made a break early into the flight and gained a small 
advantage over myself and Geoff Wong. Then a poor line on the way to the Burrs 
meant that both I and Geoff overtook Andrew. Cloudy conditions caused the race to 
slow towards the end.  A southerly wind had also pushed in, making the final glide 
into a headwind. I made a dash for it on a 6:1 glide and was punished with a very 
poor glide which resulted in me landing three kilometres short. Andrew and Geoff ’s 
experience shone through at this point with both of them playing a patient game 
and gliding into goal a short time later. Line honours for Task 5 went to Geoff Wong.

A short awards ceremony for the winners of the SSS took place several weeks 
later over the Easter weekend. Jeweller extraordinaire, Terry Dillon, made a series of 
six trophies out of Mystic Landing paddock rocks for the awards. The awards were 
as follows.
➲➲ Overall/Victorian Champion:  Andrew Horchner
➲➲ Sports Class Champion:  Frank Adler
➲➲ Fun Class Champion:  Javier Rebage
➲➲ Women’s Class Champion:  Vivian Lim  
➲➲ Best New Talent/Up & Coming Award: Javier Rebage
➲➲ Most Consistent:  Jan Bennewitz

A big thanks must be expressed to the following people for their help and 
assistance on various weekends over the competition: Craig Collings, Javier Rebage, 
Peter Sapiej , Belinda Head, Peter Bowyer, Phil Lyng, Andrew Horchner and Geoff 
Wong.

The SSS 2017
The Southern Summer Series will continue next season on the following dates:
➲➲ 1:  24 and 25 September 2016
➲➲ 2:  22 and 23 October 2016
➲➲ 3:  26 and 27 November 2016
➲➲ 4:  17 and 18 December 2016
➲➲ 5:  11 and 12 February 2017
➲➲ Supplementary weekends: 4 and 5, and 11 and 12 March 2017

The SSS has also been granted B Grade Sanction by the HGFA comps committee, 
which means points awarded during the SSS will contribute to an individual’s National 
ranking. Competitions are a great way to improve your flying and expand your 
flying knowledge as well as flying with friends. The Northern Summer Series (NSS), 
Weekend Warrior Series and SSS are ideal ways for pilots to sample, try and practice 
competition flying. A retrieval service for the NSS and SSS is also in place at the cost 
of $10 per pilot which is incredible value for money. So, head on down to your State’s 
competition and give one of these comps a go. You might even have fun!  

For more information, rules and updates about the SSS, go to [facebook.com/
southernsummerseries].

Corryong at its best Photo: Wally Arcidiacono

Mt Elliot, Corryong

Photo: Calin Pava
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Why Trikes Then?
Eventually though, my wife, Anne, and I made the deci
sion to get into recreational aviation. This meant a 
rethink of the aircraft we would fly. No more Cessna 
210 or Piper Aztec. We would be down to a twoseater 
aircraft. 

We first looked at the Skyfox, as it was the only 
twoseat, threeaxis aircraft at the time designed to be 
put on a trailer. The only other option was a trike. After 
flying both, we decided on a trike. 

A Little Trike History 
Threeaxis aircraft have over 100 years of development, 
whereas trikes (or ‘weightshift aircraft’) have only a 
little over 35 years of development. 

However, in that short time, development has raced 
ahead. We have gone from the chainsaw engine to the 

Rotax 912, and the speed of the trike has gone from a 
30kt machine to over 100kt. The comfort has improved 
as well. The designers of trikes all over the world have 
gone from backyard hopefuls to engineers with a Ph.D. 
in aeronautical engineering and carbon fibre composites. 

I met one of these amazing people. His name is 
Robin Kraike, from P&M Aviation in England. Robin and 
Bill Brooks are the driving force in trikes in the UK. Bill 
Brooks is the designer of the new PulsR, and Robin is an 
engineer and test pilot, and has been a designer of the 
new wings. P&M said to Robin, “You can design what 
you like, but just remember, you will be test flying your 
designs…” 

P&M Designs
I would have to say that the new wing designs Robin has 
incorporated into the Quik range of trikes is amazing and 

safe. Robin developed STARS, which stands for Stability 
Trim And Roll System, and the roll trimmer. I was amazed 
when I flew the first STARS QuikR aircraft. I was able to 
fly at a very high angle of bank at very low speed, whilst 
still having full control of the aircraft. I had the same 
control at very high speeds. 

So what speeds am I talking about? The slowest 
speed at very high angle of bank was 40kt and the 
fastest speed at the same angle of bank was 108kt. 
I am not suggesting that anyone habitually fly these 
aircraft like this, but like most high performance wings, 
they normally become very unstable at low speeds at 
high angles of bank. I felt very safe flying this aircraft. 
Mind you, when I was in the back seat with test pilot 
Robin, I saw the aircraft fly like I have never seen a trike 
fly before! It was amazing, and I have to admit that 
particular flight was right on the edge of my comfort 
zone. My students know that I always comment that I 
will let them get to the edge of their comfort zone, but 

The first trike I saw didn’t impress me much. 

No more than a hang glider wing with a 

lightweight frame and a chainsaw engine 

strapped to the back – unimpressive during 

the then era of the ultralight. I never flew in 

one of those bad old boys, at that time I was 

flying much larger aircraft for the military.

by Peter McLean, Yarrawonga Flight Training 

The Changing 
Face of Trikes

Tanarg

Photos: Peter McLean

QuikR

PulsR
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they will never get anywhere near mine. Well, Robin had 
me at the edge of mine and I was nowhere near his!

Then there is the roll trimmer. It just works and the 
aircraft flies straight or in a controlled turn if you want 
it to, with no effort at all. All of the P&M’s roll trims are 
attached within the wing, with no need for fins on the 
wheel spats or dampeners attached to the main mast 
– which don’t work anyway. (These may look good, but 
really don’t do much except make the workload in the 
cockpit much higher when you are flying.)

I have flown most of the trikes available in Australia, 
and I would like to say that I don’t see a lot difference 
between them in price. However, flying capability and 
comfort are another matter. The first big change for me 
was the Air Creation Tanarg – big and roomy and very 
comfortable. The flying speed was 10 to 20kt faster 
than the other trikes around at the time. I still have 
two Tanargs that I use for training. I then purchased 
a P&M Aviation QuikR. Well, not quite as roomy and as 
comfortable as the Tanarg. However, it was fast, and 
the response on the controls is something to be seen. 
I love flying the QuikR! At present it is my favourite 
aircraft to fly.

A Welcome Offer
When I was contacted by P&M Aviation from the UK and 
asked if I would like to become their dealer in Australia, 
I admit I like the aircraft and flying it so much that I 
said to P&M, “Does a one legged duck swim in circles?” 
Yes, I took on the dealership. Anne and I decided to buy 
another QuikR, a GT Lite and one of the new PulsRs. 
The PulsR is not for sale – it’s mine! (Well, ours…, or 

GT Lite

Tanarg

Cockpit QuickR

QuikR

QuikR
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maybe just Anne’s and she kindly gives me permission 
to fly it...)

I was very surprised to find that most of our 
students want to fly the QuikRs when they are given 
the chance. I suspect they may have felt it would be too 
fast for a low time pilot.

The more I fly the P&M aircraft, the more I can 
see the passion that the workers and designers in 
the factory have put into their products. Even the 
accessories have been designed to work in with each of 
the various new models of aircraft. 

I thought that the PulsR was the best weightshift 
aircraft I had ever flown. There is no wind in the cockpit 
and I don’t wear a helmet or a jacket in this aircraft now. 
The cockpit is quit warm and you feel very protected. 
The PulsR flies at a cruise speed of 75kt, however, you 
can sit on 85kt if you want to. Will I be bringing more 
PulsRs into Australia? Probably not. Why? It’s due to the 
build time. A PulsR take about eight months to build at 
the moment. They are an all carbon fibre construction 
and this aircraft is incredibly strong. So I would need to 
have at least four PulsRs ordered to make it worthwhile.

The GT Lite is the same shape and looks just like 
a QuikR, but it is powered by a Rotax 582 oil injected 

engine. One of the nice features is the deicer on the 
carburettors. This aircraft has a 65 litre fuel tank and 
a cruise speed of 70kt, so you can really go places in it, 
without fear of running out of fuel too soon. The best 
part about the GT Lite is the price. It’s half the price of 
its 912 brother. So if you are flying less than 80 hours a 
year, this could be the trike for you.

The QuikR is just a great aircraft to fly. I love flying 
my two QuikRs as they are so light on the controls and 
the speed is just awesome. Most of the time I am flying 
along at a speed of 85kt, however if I need to slow down 
for another slower aircraft, I can just use the electric 
trim and match their speed, or if I need to go faster, I 
can, quite safely.

The Next Generation
The new generation of P&M Aviation aircraft has just 
been released. It’s called the HypeR trike. The prototype 
flew in early May in the UK. It was a great success, but 
some of the people in the UK didn’t like the chisel nose, 
which was designed to house the landing lights. The 
factory is now redesigning the nose. However, I think 
P&M may be listening to people who will probably never 
buy this aircraft anyway. Once the HypeR goes into 

production I am looking at offering a special oneoff 
price for the first 10 aircraft ordered in Australia. 

I love flying a trike, the open cockpit and the visibility 
is something else. Some people say it is too cold in a 
trike, but I disagree. The new designs mean that very 
little cold air gets into the cockpit. Remember, I fly trikes 
all year round. I can fly an enclosed cockpit any day I like, 
but I like my trike. 

Changes
So after all these years, we still love flying trikes, and we 
have seen so many changes. 

Safety is one of the biggest changes I have seen. 
However, training to fly trikes has also changed. Gone 
are the days of training a student to fly a slow aircraft 
and then being able to jump from one type of trike to 
any other. I was never able to go from a Cessna 150 to 
a Cessna 172 without having to do conversion training, 
but it seems that you can in recreational flying. Not at 
my school! I have always pushed my students to do as 
much conversion training as they can or need. 

If you have only been flying a slow trike (or if that 
is what you have trained on) and you intend to buy a 
faster one, you should have conversion training with 
an instructor who flies both types on a regular basis. 
Otherwise you are putting yourself at risk! 

When I buy a new aircraft of any type, I will fly it, 
test it in all conditions for up to 20 hours, before I think 
of putting a student in the front seat. Quite simply, I 
don’t want to be learning at the same time and rate as 
the student. I want the knowledge on how the aircraft 
handles in all sorts of situations and I want to be able to 
fly out of any unusual attitudes safely. I don’t want to 
be flying around with a student and then find myself in 
a situation that is unfamiliar to me, when the student is 
counting on me to keep them safe.

And a last thought for all threeaxis pilots (and if you 
have read this far, I presume you are still interested):

Next time you see a trike flying 
around, think before you enter the 
circuit. That trike just might be 
faster than the aircraft you fly.

GT Lite So I’m looking for a pod harness and wing combo 
that weighs in at a ridiculous 3.3kg, add in a 
container and reserve for another 1.5kg – it’s 

still crazy! Designed around hike & fly, I’m a fan of 
light gear to bike to launch with and to convince the 
family that it will just fit in this corner of the car and 
should come with us wherever we go – awaiting that 
sneaky fly.

FlyNeo String 
410g with carabiners) /
Coverleg (410g) = 820g
I’ve been using a FlyNeo 
String harness for a 
while to fly coastal and 

as a tandem harness, so 
when FlyNeo announced 

they were releasing a pod 
for the harness I asked 

them for a demo. It turned 
up during a major week of 

storms and I impatiently sat in 
the hangar on the patio pretending 

to fly in it until the weather cleared up.
The core of the system is the String harness that 

can be flown with or without the pod. I’ve had the 
previous version, without pod for a couple of years and 
the quality is excellent, the harness itself is durable and 
there isn’t any cause to believe that there will be any 
longevity issues. I’ve flown the harness with tandems, 
with comp gliders and with mini wings of various brands 
and the handling is fine in any combination.

The new String harness adds in a clever pulley 
system to allow you to fly upright or supine by the 
amount of push from your feet. This means once you’ve 
connected the pod to the harness, which took me about 
five minutes without instructions and about one minute 
the second time after I worked out how it worked (and 
after the instructions arrived). During launch you are in 
a traditional upright position, but once you push on the 
footboard the harness reclines nicely and you can play 
with the degree of lean by using your legs – very good. 
The new String harness is more comfortable in general 

than its first variation and surprisingly comfortable in 
pod configuration. 

There’s an optional airbag for the harness and various 
sizes of front mount reserve/integrated instrument 
panel containers.

The whole basic pod system looks like this, minimal  
cross section, with absolutely  
nothing behind the pilot:

Ozone LiteSpeed 
2.35kg with Dyneema risers, soft links
I’ve had the pleasure of flying the LiteSpeed on loan from 
Sydney Paragliding for a while, both coastal and inland. 
It’s a lighter weight glider based loosely on the Ozone 
Zero, but with changes in structure and material to suit 
its particular niche (hike & fly).

The LiteSpeed has less internal structure than the 
Zero, with lighter cloth and comes with a choice of 
traditional risers or XAlps style Dyneema skinny risers. 
The version I tested had the latter, saving 150g from 
standard and coming with a slight additional cost being 
more complicated and somewhat more annoying on the 
ground (they tend to tangle and don’t hold shape while 
slack). This all sorts itself out when the wing has some 
tension in it. 

The light weight and lack of structure prove an 
advantage when launching and ground handling as the 
wing basically floats above your head in the lightest 
breeze and can even be bunched, then thrown in an arc 
and stopped in a flyable attitude like a speed wing – so 
cool. The brake handles are Dyneema on the light weight 
riser version and are kind of minimalist, attaching to the 
riser with velcro – something I hadn’t seen before.

Build
Meets expectations for a modern light weight paraglider. 
All the hardware and risers are well built with no 
slippage on trims, and with nice pulleys on the speed 
bar. Very little internal structure makes it seem as if 
you could pack it like a sleeping bag in a stuff sack. 
Sharknose holds pressure well.

Handling
Mostly like the Zero, lighter to launch. Longish brakes, 
direct handling, feels like a really nicely sorted wing.

Launch and ground handling take no effort, nice wall, 
little overshoot, hike & fly wings tend towards good 
launch behaviour (because sometimes it’s really, really 
important).

I found the trimmers added a lot of down, without 
very much extra speed, while speeding up the roll. Great 
fun for swoop to top landing at the coast.

Speed bar is easy to actuate and gives good speed 
increase – it has a lot of travel. It’s possible to activate 
speed bar and trims together, but feels scary to me.

Handles nicely with string split leg harness and with 
full seat board harness that provides more weightshift 
authority.

Pros
➲➲  Handles like a paraglider. Quick in roll and with 

satisfying allround usability.
➲➲ Lots of fun, not a lot to think about.

Con
➲➲  Light weight risers should only be chosen if every 

gram counts, otherwise they’re not worth the extra 
hassle. 
Overall the kit fits into a 20 litre silnylon duffle bag, 

weighing 50g and which can be stuck in a pocket while 
flying. There’s no pockets in the harness, so any bigger 
bag needs to be left on launch or go on your shoulders 
as a backpack – this is possible because there’s nothing 
behind the pilot.

Disclaimer: Images sourced from FlyNeo and Ozone 
(because I can’t fly and take photos at the same time). 
Pilot sponsored by Sydney Paragliding.

HypeR

Photos: Peter McLean

Air Creation Skypper
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Review: Coastal Lights
As a comp pilot, I’m always dragging around 

over 20kg in a great big bag. So when I look for 

a kit to fly at the home beach, I’m looking for a 

substitute for comp glider, rather than a smaller 

wing to extend the wind range. I’m after fun, 

handling and usability rather than performance, 

although if those are thrown in for free, that’s 

okay too.

by Gareth Carter 
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A
s a result of great feedback we had on last  
   issue’s article on the history of PPG wheelbases 
    in Australia we decided to follow it up with the 

history of foot launched paramotoring.
There are some terrific photos and stories from the 

early pilots and you will no doubt get a chuckle from 
some of the details (and photos).

The following information has been sourced from 
pilots themselves and the stories (and legends) that 
accompany them have been locked in PPG folklore for 
many years, but I myself have been around flying for 
over 18 years now and can confirm a fair bit of what 
you read here (and I’ve seen plenty of the photos and 
early videos to prove it). Thanks to the pilots for sharing 
their stories.

As far as can be confirmed by the author, the first 
foot launched paramotor ‘pilot’ in Australia was Simon 
(Willsy) Wills, who, back in 1988, was a young, hairy 
chested 21 year old Aussie bloke. So, first off the rank, 
here is Willsy.

Simon (Willsy) Wills – Veteran 
HG/PG/PPG/WSM Pilot
The first time I saw a 
paramotor was in a newspaper, 
I don’t really remember which 
one, Australasian Post or 
something, but it wasn’t a 
flying magazine since I didn’t 
get any back then. It had an 

article on these motors pilots overseas had put on their 
backs to go paragliding and stay in the air. I decided 
this was the thing for me, so I proceeded to make my 
own homemade unit with only the magazine article for 
design help.

My first paramotor had a Yamaha DT 1979 400cc 
motorbike engine running into a direct drive propeller. 
Starting was simply with a few wraps of rope around 
the prop hub (like an old lawnmower). She was a beaut’ 
motor, but even with a 400cc motorbike engine, my 
homemade craft didn’t really have enough thrust to get 
me more than 50ft of altitude. But hey, it flew and I still 
have it today – hanging in the pride of place in my shed.

My first PPG flight was in 1988 with the homemade 
400cc backpack. Most of my early flying was done at 
Upper Gundowring, on a private property in the Kiewa 
Valley in northern Victoria. The early technique I used 
was to have my cousin Peter run alongside me, holding 
the motor throttle and blipping it to keep the power up, 
then, when I had the wing up, he would pass the throttle 
to me, midrun, because holding everything in my hands 
was way too hard with 45kg of dry weight motor on 
my back. My first wing was a Sportlite tworiser wing I 
bought in 1987, after that all the Black Magics, Falhawks, 
Aldekay, Highlights became wings of choice too.

As was mostly the case back in the early days of 
HG/PG flying in Australia, I was selftaught until Alpine 
Paragliding started in Bright and I did one of the early 
courses there. I officially got a PG licence in 1990, but 
back then there was no such thing as a ‘motoring licence’.

I eventually modified my 400cc backpack and added a 
100cc Yamaha gocart engine with a reduction drive, but 
this continually broke belts because I made them way too 
long. After a few years, I also built a few different wheel 
bases with the reliable Rotax 447 in them. 

My first commercially made paramotor was an 
Adventure F3 I bought in 1990 of which the now well 
known brand Nirvana is a direct copy, just painted 
orange instead of yellow.

Fine Motor Skills
The Pico Club Column [www.thepico.com.au]

Acquiring

#11: “2 Feet Of 2-Stroke”
A history on Foot Launched Powered Paragliding in Australia.

By Andrew (Chuckie) Shipley

Willsy’s his first home-built paramotor, 1988  Photos: Simon Wills

Left: Airconditioning fan blades and 30kg of thrust

Photo: Andrew Shipley

Willsy's early home-built PPG trike

Jos Weemaes – One Of Our 
Young At Heart, Old PPG Pilots
I got my novice PG licence in 1993. By then I already had  
my paramotor (a Turbo Chute) in the shed, awaiting action. 
The Turbo Chute was made by Howard Hughes in Ballina, 
NSW. A big beast of a thing with a heavy PXP twocylinder 
250cc engine (from memory) – the first ‘commercial’ 
paramotor built in Australia. Howard had seen one of these 
at a Paris airshow and decided he could build one for the 
emerging market in Australia – and so he did. It came in 
a cardboard box, with a video of a bloke flying the thing, 
no instructions, no manual – you were on your own, pal! 
The wing that came with the Turbo Chute was a Merlin 31.

Brian Webb gave me a halfhour flying introduction 
at the Porepunkah airstrip and off I went. I tried to 
teach myself to takeoff, fly and land with this heavy 
contraption. Of course, it was a disaster. I crash landed 
several times, patched up the plexiglass and crashed 
some more. A good way to kill yourself. A lot of time and 
money was spend on fixing the paramotor and patching 
rips in the wing (some things haven’t changed in all 
those years).

I decided that I had to practice my take offs and 
landings without the heavy Turbo Chute PPG on my back. 
I climbed many hills and had many sleddies down to the 
paddock below. I sold the patched up Turbo Chute in 
November 1995 to buy a twocylinder DK Beat Whisper 
– yes, the one with the yellow blades – and the world 
suddenly looked very different!

Brian Webb – Early PPG Pilot/
XC Legend And CFI
My introduction to paramotoring was in 1989 when 
Falhawk, then a major Japanese paraglider manufacturer 
demo’ed an early paramotor around Australia. They 
bought over a unit which I recall was very under powered. 
It worked, only just, but needed a tandem wing to get us 
off the ground. 

Around 1990/91, our first usable paramotor was a 
Pagojet Konig threecylinder radial, it had a beautifully 
shaped propeller and a tasty mouth throttle. We 
displayed with it at the Avalon Airshow and some surf 
events on the Gold Coast, QLD, where we were sponsored 
by Mars chocolates.

We often flew with David Humphries from WA. I 
can’t recall David’s motor, but he put a lot of hours on 
it very quickly.

Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI – First 
HGFA Motorised Endorsement
My first introduction to paramotoring was when a pilot 
from Denmark, Jens Waldahl, came to Noosa with a 
Pagojet to fly our sites. He was using the PPG to make 
money flying over beer festivals in Denmark advertising 
beer, of course. I was fascinated by this threecylinder 
engine and the possibilities it presented. 

First PPG flight, 18 March 1995: I was ground handling 
Jens’ glider with the engine on my back, squeezing the 
mouth peg he used as an accelerator to take pictures 

from the air hands free. Without warning, he started 
the engine, resulting in a very high angle of attack TO. 
As I let go of the power, I realised I was diving towards 
the waves, powered back on and settled into level flight.

I ended up buying the Pagojet off him and flew it for 
a while around Noosa. As I was trying to make money out 
of it, I went to the Gold Coast to see if I could earn a living 
flying/advertising. To expose my new business I flew 
from the car park of Dreamworld and flew over it, waving 
to the crowd who thought I was part of the show. Upon 
landing on the car park, a security car came over and I 
thought, ‘here comes trouble’. Instead, the management 
wanted to meet me and talk about using it to promote 
the movie ‘Batman 2’. Since this didn’t eventuate, I 
started ‘Air Impact’, mainly taking pictures for architects 
and land development companies. Unfortunately, this 
was illegal at the time and complaints were made to 
CASA. Craig Worth, the HGFA Ops Manager, knocked 
on my door one morning and convinced me to give up 
the venture and I agreed to be the first pilot endorsed 
for paramotoring in Australia. On 24 November 1995, 
I went to Stanwell Park to get my PPG and tandem 
endorsements with Pascal Ferret and Tony Armstrong. I 
flew around 60 hours prior to my endorsements with a 
Paratech P50 wing which had negative tendencies, and I 
had a few close calls, including one on the Stanwell Park 
endorsement day!

Peter Bowyer – These Days 
One Of Our ACT CFIs
My first paramotor flight ever was at Mt Beauty in 1993, 
not long after I was signed off as a novice PG pilot. I have 
since taught paramotoring with Mike Brady, in the first 
ever paramotor school, Skylark Aviation, where we also 
did regular commercial display flights. 

I was flying paramotors certified with the HGFA from 
January 1994 and also taught paramotoring in Japan 
from early 1995. I was already flying paramotors at the 
time when JeanLuc was certified as I was with HGFA CFI 
Pascal Ferret on the day JeanLuc did his endorsement 
flight at Stanwell Park. I remember it well.

Mike Brady – Early PPG Pilot
We first flew a Japanese DK Whisper paramotor in 1993, 
however, we then had to proceed to write the initial 
syllabus for the motor endorsement with Craig Worth 

(HGFA Ops Manager). At the time there was a push to 
include PPGs in the Ultralight Federation. 

As we moved into public displays, we moved away 
from the HGFA since we required our own Air Operators 
Certificate from CASA, to operate as Skylark Promotions 
because most of our operations diverted from those 
within the HGFA. Nevertheless, we continued to work 
with Craig to complete the MPG endorsement and format 
the MPG training syllabus from ab initio. 

Andrew (Chuckie) Shipley
Whilst I can’t include all of the 
old boys from the early days 
of paramotoring in Australia, 
I would like to mention mates 
and mentors I had in my own 
early days of PPG in Victoria: 

Mark (Crossy) Cross, who 
was my first mentor and a 
great pilot, Willsy who is 
without a doubt, a legend 

( just ask him) and who gave me great early advice like, 
‘Ya run like a girl Chuckie!’ Tilo Schmidt, an early PPG 
tinkerer, Mike Forwood, the PPG inventor and many, many 
more – you know who you are: Thank you all for your 
advice all those years ago.

Back in the ‘old days’, our motors often struggled 
to put out over 30kg of thrust, more than 42kg was 
unheard of and they generally weighed over 30kg dry. 
Our wings were simply free flying wings, never designed 
to be pulled through the air by a motor, and launching 
was very much hit and miss. Our inair range was never 
much more than one to 1.5 hours, if you could get that, 
even with the biggest tanks we had.

So to all you ‘new’ PPG pilots: Don’t forget the 
pioneers of our sport, whilst our group was small in 
numbers back then, our passion for the world and 
freedom of paramotoring has never wavered. 

Free flying wings were  
our only choice

Turbo Chute paramotor)

Pagojet Konig prop  Photo: Brian Webb)

Launching was tough

Improvements took 10 years to come

Early direct drive ‘screamer’  Photos:Jos Weemaes
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Day 1
Wind from the wrong direction for the launch we went 
to, time to earn some parawaiting points – six hours 
driving and four sitting on the hill followed by sangria 
and a BBQ in the main street

Task 1 – 78km
Bad, bad start, I took off with a knot, had to topland on 
launch, took forever to fix it, getting hotter and hotter 
in the sun and pretty frustrated to boot. Sorted the 
issue with some help, spent a key minute catching my 
breath and resetting my brain, and relaunched with 15 
minutes to the start. 

On the upside, there was no traffic as the start was 
7km away and noone was around. Got up to base at 
2600m, got to the top of the lead gaggle which was 
sitting in front of the mountains in the lower airmass at 
2100m at five minutes from start. After that, really nice 
conditions with nice climbs, in the lead. 

Took the start gate in front, all by myself, wisely 
stopped in a patch of slight lift for a couple of turns to let 
the gaggle catch up. Was in a good position throughout 
the task, but took a slightly different line to the last 
turnpoint to the other three in the lead gaggle which 
was a bad move, they beat me to goal by a fair margin 
(nine minutes). Drove into goal with the second gaggle, 
into the gust front from the Cb 5km past goal, eventually 
the task was stopped. 

Twelfth for the day, not bad considering my start, 
but worse than I’d hoped given my position with 40km 
to go. Alex came 36th and Dave 111th. 

Task 2 – 82km
A much better launch! The prestart gaggle was epic, 
thermalling with 120 of your closest mates... Hit the 
start on time and in the lead again. Took a slightly 
different line to the gaggle to see if it was more efficient 
to thermal in a small group rather than get in each 
other’s way. It didn’t make any difference in the end as 
we all got to the second turnpoint at the same time. 

Had a fun time with a 6m/s climb, the airspace here 
is 2900m, I have my alarm set to 2750m, and one minute 
warning. At 6m/s one minute is way below the limit 
(about 2400m), but I straightened up and hit the bar, 
maintaining 4m/s up until topping out at 2780m. 

The Cb that was building over the second turnpoint 
started to blow up and the anvil shaded the course line. 
There was a choice between blowing down the course 
in the hope that the task gets stopped, or maintaining 
a good position in case it isn’t. Chose the second option. 
Our little gaggle was climbing in a 1.5m/s watching the 
final glide number tick down when the task was stopped. 

Portugal

Linhares launch

Photo: Dave Gibbs

20 SKYSAILOR

90 in goal, Task 3

Those who went for the course line ended up in front, but 
my 40th for the day was only 20 points behind first. 

Dave won our Aussie mini comp today by coming in 
25th and Alex got drilled on the first glide for second 
last. Down to 15th in the overall (70 points down) but 
this is likely to be a throwaway task. 

Day 4 and 5
Got to launch one minute before they canned the task, Cb 
fast filling the sky, sun on the right, dark on the left. We 
then went down the hill and drove around to the launch 
on the other side of the mountain range. Same deal – big 
storms building in front of launch. The weather lasted 
for two days, so we went to see some countryside. 

Task 3 – 101km
Today was a day of ups and downs! I lead it out from the 
start, got stuck, dragged the second gaggle nearly back 
to the first, got passed on final glide by about 10 guys 
– 17th today (three minutes from first), 11th overall. 
Alex in 44th, Dave 85th. The day was topped off by a 
comp dinner in Linhares castle watching the setting sun.

Task 4 – 121km
Similar task and similar outcome to the previous day, 
with one key difference – for the first time in 200 hours 
on my Enzo 2 it decided to see if we could fly upside 
down during the prestart. While thermalling in a pretty 
strong thermal, the wing suddenly disappeared behind 
me, came back asymmetrically, disappeared underneath 
me then flew back past, close enough to pull my vario 
off the flight deck. Before I knew it I had two twists 
and was still out of flying configuration. Luckily I was 
able to stabilise the wing and noticing the vario was 
still going off, took my time unwinding the twists while 
thermalling at 3m/s. Also stuck the vario back to the 
flight deck. Key point: make sure you use the lanyard! 
For the next 30 minutes in the prestart, my heart was 
beating pretty fast. 

Good start, spent plenty of time in really good 
leading positions, converting them to poor positions 
by pushing out hard, then recovering. Tagged the last 
turnpoint with the leaders and watched as those 100m 
to the left boomed out in a very fast thermal, dived 
into the core to find a very disappointing 2.5m/s and 
watched the others accelerate into space achieving 

Azinha launch

Members of the Australian Paragliding Squad travelled to 

Portugal for the Portuguese Nationals, Paragliding World 

Cup and British Open. The first two comps were scheduled 

for Celorico Da Beira in the western part of Portugal, 

however, the first comp was moved north, due to airspace 

restrictions during a military exercise. Alex Yaschenko and 

Gareth Carter relocated for the week, while Dave Gibbs 

and James Thompson turned up to wind tech for a few 

days. After a week of tricky, windy and low conditions, 

Alex finished 23rd and Gareth 3rd, now time for the main 

game and then the British Open.

by Gareth Carter, Alex Yaschenko and Dave Gibbs

Busy start gaggle

Portugal Open task

Photos: Gareth Carter
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final glide very quickly. Since 2.5m/s was still a decent 
thermal for the day, I took it to final glide and charged 
after the leaders, 25th into goal, three minutes down 
(that’s about six turns in a thermal, and a glider into goal 
every seven seconds after a 120km task). Alex in 63rd 
and Dave in 96th. Sitting on the retrieve bus, Jacques 
Fournier leant over, “That was a pretty impressive blow 
out at the start” (insert the French accent). I thought for 
a second, “What blow out? Oh yeah, that one, right!” It 
helps to have a goldfish memory in this game.

I ended up 10th overall, 100 points from 1st and 
32 points from 3rd, very tight placings. Alex put in an 
impressive effort for his first PWC, winding up 40th 
after spending a lot of time right in the mix on each task. 
Dave on the Serial Class Mantra 6 came 99th.

Alex Yaschenko’s PWC Lessons
Why am I heading in this direction and everyone else 
in the comp is heading over there? Wait, now they’re 
climbing as well. Maybe they’re topping up before coming 
this way? No… that doesn’t seem right. What have I 

missed? My NAV is pointing over this way, good, but I’m 
all alone… Okay, hang on, check the Live – it’s saying I 
should be headed over there! Wait, if I zoom out on the 
Kobo I’ll see the whole route… No, wrong way! Crank it 
around and get back to that ridge asap. Dammit! Not 
going to make it… Okay, try the middle of the valley, 
there’s got to be something going up, it’s stinking 
hot, there’s wind in the valley and all those little spurs 
sticking out. C’mon, c’mon… 

After my angry dance at being the first pilot to land 
at around 15km in the middle of the valley, packing up 
and walking out to the waiting retrieve vehicle, I thought 
about what had happened and the mistakes I’d made. 
Most of the points below might seem obvious, but for me 
they weren’t really brought home till flying in unfamiliar 
locations and conditions. 

Here’s my take on the 2016 Portuguese PWC.

1. Get Your Instruments Sorted
I’ve been flying with the first Flymaster instrument 
released since they came out, the B1NAV, and have 
trusted it completely. Not anymore. This comp’s task 
committee had a penchant for large radius cylinders, 
something I’d not come across before and a couple of 
tasks with 50 and 70km cylinder radii played havoc with 
my Nav’s optimisation calculations. Particularly annoying 
was that the organisers provided a Flymaster Live for 
each pilot after the briefing, with the task already 
loaded on it and used for live tracking and scoring – but 
I’d not paid attention to this instrument till it was too 
late and I was barrelling down (what I thought was) the 
task route, even though it was pretty clear something 
was wrong. My instrument had the latest firmware 

on it, I’d never noticed any problems with its route 
optimisation before, but I’d also not flown routes with 
such large radii before.

My takeaway? It’s highly unlikely that a large group 
of highly experienced pilots flying in the opposite 
direction to you are screwing up. Having an instrument 
(preferably more than one) that you know to be capable 
and accurate is essential. Even better, have multiple 
instruments with at least one providing a visual route so 
you can check your bearings against a map and terrain. 
Also, even if you’re not familiar with the terrain, during 
the task briefing get your head around which way you’ll 
need to fly at different points along the route.

2.  Don’t Dawdle, Even  
If You’re Slow On Task

I missed a critical climb on one task and spent a lot of 
time scratching in a slow climb with a bunch of others, 
while 5000 flew over down the task line. Seeing this, 
and knowing I was going to come in late, affected my 
decisions for the rest of the task. I spent a little more 
time than I should have topping out climbs, I only pushed 

End of speed task 4

Photos: Gareth Carter

Alex parawaiting

2/3 bar rather than full bar on glide – essentially I’d 
slowed down. Only as I flew over the goal line (high!) and 
the task was stopped due to overdevelopment I realised 
my mistake. When a task is stopped, the task stop time 
is five minutes before the announcement, so my arrival 
at goal minus five minutes meant I’d missed making 
goal. A totally avoidable mistake that cost me about 10 
places plus distance points.

3.  Staying High Is (Nearly 
Always) The Best Strategy

I spent most of the comp near the bottom or middle of 
the gaggles. Rarely was I at or near the top. I found it 
difficult to climb to the top before the group moved on, 
and there were always better pilots who outclimbed 
the others. Watching how these pilots flew and made 
decisions, it was obvious that life is so much easier if you 
have the advantage of height.

An example: On the last task I’d pushed out alone 
and got low, then spent time climbing out and trying to 
catch up to the leaders. At the second last turnpoint I 
was low and near the front but found a climb and was 

joined by around a dozen pilots, including Gareth and 
Charles Cazaux. We topped out and moved on to the 
last turnpoint before a 20km final glide to goal. About 
500m before the cylinder edge, we found some lift and 
climbed a couple of hundred metres before moving on to 
tag the turnpoint and returning to the climb to top up. 
Gareth was around 100m above me and Charles around 
the same above Gareth. Charles hit the climb and looked 
like he was boosted into orbit at 10m/s. Gareth found a 
2 or 3m/s and spent a bit more time climbing out. I got 
one blip, did a quick search pattern, found nothing, so 
moved on down task line, digging myself out of holes 
and bouncing off inversions and getting into goal 63rd, 
half an hour after Charles. Gareth came 25th, three 
minutes behind the leader and Charles 3rd, 30 seconds 
behind the leader.

My take on this: climb better! I’d left our previous 
climb, where we’d all 
joined up, lower than the 
others and had lost a little 

Linhares launch

Linhares Cb
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Portugal PWC: A dominant start after some stress
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along the glide. If I’d been higher, things could have been 
markedly different.

This might mean tweaking your all up weight to suit 
your wing, adjusting your wing’s trim, flying a better 
harness/wing combination (I’m personally looking to get 
a seatboard harness, I suspect this will help significantly 
with thermalling a high aspect ratio wing) and not 
getting complacent during the climb. Strategically and 
psychologically, nothing beats having some height to 
burn. Also, learning to glide efficiently so your height 
loss is minimised is critical. If you can end up higher than 
your fellows at the end of a long glide, it’s effectively a 
head start for the next climb. 

4.  Lots Of Smaller, Though  
No Less Important Things
➲➲  Nail your starts. If you’re low at the start, it’s pretty 

hard to catch up. Start paying attention a good half 
hour before the gate opens and position yourself in 
the right place – upwind, high, close to the cylinder 
edge, etc.
➲➲  Make quick decisions and act on them. Two or three 

extra turns while deciding which way to go can allow 
the leaders to get one or more kilometres ahead – 
way too much. Particularly at this level, if there’s 
a bunch of pilots moving on, stick with them. It’s 
extremely unlikely that a group of good pilots will 
deck it, even if you think they’re leaving too early.

➲➲  Also related, speed isn’t enough to compensate for 
height. Thinking you’ll let the leaders head off and 
show you where the climbs are, then catch up won’t 
work – unless the lift is particularly light.
➲➲  Make sure your speedbar is set up correctly; full bar 

means pulleys overlapping if possible. No point not 
maximising the wing’s full potential…
➲➲  Exercise your neck muscles! Not looking all around 

you in gaggles gets interesting pretty quickly. There 
were a couple of midairs during the comp, lots of 
close calls and a fair bit of shouting. Most pilots flew 
well – though aggressively – in gaggles, but there 
were a handful of pilots who made life difficult for 
the rest. I left the gaggle a few times to find my own 
climb because it was getting too close for comfort.
➲➲  When leaving climbs and heading down the course 

line, I did what I normally do and moved to the edge 
of the group to help search for lift. This invariably 
wasn’t as efficient as staying closer to the centre 
of the main body of pilots and joining in the climbs 
found. If I was 300 or 400m away from a climb, 
then by the time I got there, I could be joining a 
couple of hundred metres below them, making it 
difficult to catch up. This was doing my head in 
until I realised I was flying through sinking/neutral 
air to get to the climb while they were climbing in a 
3 or 4m/s for 20 to 30 seconds. Bingo, 200m lower 

again! A large group of good pilots find and centre 
a core extremely quickly…
Ultimately, I had a great time and hope to be able to 

do it again next year. The flying is fast, though on par 
with speeds we fly in Australia. The gaggles were usually 
tight, occasionally messy, but not too intimidating. The 
organisers were surprisingly lax about starts – they’d 
announce a start window, but once announced you could 
launch whenever and wherever you liked. A nice idea, 
but ruined by most pilots’ tendency to leave their wings 
spread all over launch, making it difficult to get off early 
most days unless you were prepared to barge your way 
to the front. The tasks themselves weren’t difficult, lots 
of long legs and distances of around 100km were typical. 
The most striking aspect I noticed was the efficiency of 
the lead gaggle. They would fly fast and climb quickly, 
staying with them meant doing the same or being left 
behind – there’s very little room for mistakes.

The experience of flying in new and different 
locations has made me realise just how beneficial living 
in Europe can be to a pilot’s development. The easy 
access to large numbers of comps in varied locations is 
hard to beat – a lot of pilots drove down from France, 
a shorter drive than Melbourne to Canungra. If you feel 
like a holiday next winter and are thinking of flying 
somewhere different, I’d highly recommend spending 
time at some of the Euro comps.

Photos: Dave Gibbs

Dave Gibbs’ PWC View
Flying a PWC on a Serial Class wing brings to mind the 
old saying of ‘Don’t bring a knife to a gun fight’. For me, 
competing on a Serial Class wing meant forgetting any 
notion of finishing in the top 50. 

The difference between a Comp and a Serial Class 
wing in this sort of high class event is huge. Comp wings 
are built to be fast and efficient while serial wings 
are safer, leaving performance compromised. A serial 
wing alongside a comp wing in still air can be similar in 
performance, but add a bit of head or crosswind and the 
differences appear. Speed and climb is also an advantage 
to the comp wing.

With 96 comp wings and 22 serial wings, the starts 
were more or less equal, but once the start gate opened 
and everyone headed in the same direction, most of the 
serial wings fell out of the back of the gaggle, leaving 
an impressive wall of comp wings surging ahead. In 
addition, at this level of comp there are many pilots who 
know how to use 100% of the ability of their wing, if 
you’re not using at least 90% of your performance, I 
don’t think there’s any point flying the wing you’re on. 

It was still good fun competing in this comp, although 
it did get lonely a lot as I often found myself out there on 
my own while the top guns blitzed their way around the 
task. Alex highlights many good points about efficiency, 
getting a good start, etc, and another useful skill to 
develop was to understand the task before launching. 
Based on your experience, try to judge the conditions – a 
guesstimate on how the task is going to pan out. Judge 
which will be the easy and tricky parts of the course and 
adapt while flying the task. This is much easier to do 
when actually flying with others on similar wings.

The British Open
The week after, the British Open was held in the same 
area but based in a different town. This was a different 
comp since there were 23 comp wings and 94 serial 
wings – more typical of a traditional competition.

The first task was from Linhares, a 54km task 
despite the windy and stable conditions. Getting a good 
start was difficult because the conditions had pilots 
scattered all over the place. I was below launch height 
when the task opened, not a good start, but a strong 
and rough climb, with me bouncing about inside it and 
swearing my head off, got me back in the game and I 
eventually caught the lead pack. 

Then conditions became very slow and we all found 
ourselves working weak bubbles for about 30km, often 
only a few hundred feet off the deck. The drift was 
good and we were heading towards a good ridge that 
could trigger well, and it did. I found the strongest core, 
climbed to 1800m and the race for goal was on. I was 
overtaken by a few comp wings, but came in 9th.

After a couple of very windy days, Task 2 saw us 
launching from the very low Amoreira takeoff. The 
task was 59km via one turnpoint. Good starts all round 
and all was going well until the last few kilometres 
before goal. A lack of good lift had most pilots low and 
impatience saw me leave light lift and go on a risky final 
glide which eventually decked me 30m short of goal. Of 
course, a little later people struggled to get down!

For Task 3 we were back at the previous day’s take
off and despite being low, it’s very thermic and can often 

be tricky to launch from. Lots of people getting lifted 
off their feet and getting dumped seemed the norm for 
this launch. 

A 90km race via four turnpoints was set and, again, 
most got a good start. Conditions were mostly good, 
with many thermals, but often quite slow, with very 
little drift as we headed into the flats. Those who were 
above 2000m had better glides. 

My plan after the previous day’s short landing was 
to simply make goal. At 15km out, the gaggle pushed 
on glide while I stopped and gained a bit more height, 
knowing the air was more buoyant the higher you were. 
This rewarded me with an awesome glide all the way 
while others fought their way to goal in weak climbs. 
Goal was easily recognisable as a paddock next to a 
shirtshaped Olympicsized swimming pool. My lucky 
glide had me 12th in goal and certainly made up for the 
previous day. Beers and icecream by the pool followed.

For the final day we were up at the higher Azhina 
launch. Rumours of a 150km task with goal at the shirt
shaped pool had some of us puzzled. Not the sort of task 
one would set for the last day. The Brits being Brits had 
a good whinge and a task with a more local goal was set, 
although 125km was still going to see a long day.

Conditions were strong and seven turnpoints 
provided a variety of choices with much of the course 
travelling along the mountains so you could choose the 
high route or the flats route. 

I chose the mountains which was a bit leeside but 
worked okay. Those on the flats found weaker but 
more consistent thermals. At one point, I got stuck 
and scratched very low while watching wings fly over. I 
eventually got up again, but time was ticking away and 
I still had 40km to go. The thermals became weak and a 
gear change was needed. The final 40km tactics were 
simply to make goal while trying to beat any surrounding 
pilots. I kept high and only fully barred it in the final 
15km. I was fortunate again, blessed with buoyant air 
and arrived a bit too high although others had a more 
risky glide in. My earlier mistake had me in goal at about 
36th, a final placing of 19th and 1st in Reynolds Class. 

Overall it was a great couple of weeks with a variety 
of tasks and some of the best flatland flying I’ve ever 
done. Portugal is a great place to fly when the weather 
cooperates, and cheap too. 

PWC top 10 (left to right): Gareth Carter, Raphael Saladin,  
Jean Marc Caron, Damian Lacaze, Claudio Virgilio, Donizete Lemos,  
Jose Guimares, Clement Latour, Xavier Barracarte, Thomas Gury 

Photo: Phillippe Broers

 SKYSAILOR 27

Po
rt

ug
al



28 SKYSAILOR September | October 2016 September | October 2016  SKYSAILOR 29

Porepunkah Airfield Restrictions
Ground handling practice is no longer permitted at 
Porepunkah airfield on the runway and taxi areas. 

The airport management committee recently advised 
the NEVHG Club that due to previous incidents where 
pilots continued ground handling when an aircraft was 
setting up to land (and forcing a goaround) this practice 
will not be allowed in future. 

In the past, ground handling practice at the airfield 
has been standard procedure for many student classes, 
so please make sure this restriction is widely known and 
understood. Landing at the airport by HGs and PGs is still 
okay, but please leave the runway area immediately and 
pack up at the side.

John Chapman, NEVHGC Committee

2016 Central West Classic
Please accept our apologies for the incorrect comp dates 
provided to last issue’s Skysailor Calendar listing.

The correct dates for the 2016 Central West Classic  
aerotow hang gliding competition at the Gulgong Aero 
Park are 13 to 19 November 2016 and practice day is the 
12th. The new comp organiser for all enquires is Ward 
Gunn <wardgunn@gmail.com>.

Ward Gunn, NHGC President

N
ew

s parachute deployment or a water landing. The red cord, 
fastened to the harness, automatically releases the ball 
lock mechanism in the Quicky. The advantage of this is a 
robust and troublefree mechanism that is small in size 
and easy to operate.

Conventional solutions are based on the Quickout 
Brummel hooks, secured either with a pin or a small 
release shackle, fitted to the speedbar line. The Quicky 
is more elegant, userfriendly and approximately the 
same size as conventional Brummel hook connections. 
Quicky can also be used to attach other equipment, like 
a cameras/gopros. 

Advantages: easy handling, light weight, integrated 
swivel, weight 14g, dimensions 13.5 x 44mm, release 
force 10N.

Available from [www.fly2base.com.au]. 
Martin Havel, Fly2Base

APCO Swift Harness

The Swift is APCO’s most sophisticated, top of the line 
crosscountry harness. A masterpiece combination of 
mechanics and aerodynamics. 

We have made sure that body geometry of this 
harness is perfect – balanced between comfort and 
activeness. The Swift will transmit exactly what the 
wing is doing, but in a reassuring way.

Comfort was the main objective and was achieved 
by extensive, padded support throughout the harness. 
A fully breathable padded back with wide shoulder 
straps for load distribution help relieve any pressure 
points which can occur after hours in flight. The rigid 
seatplate is covered by dense foam and complemented 
by integrated load bearing semirigid elements (APCO 
exclusive), ensuring an optimal ergonomic position 
regardless of how each webbing adjustment is set up.

Special attention was aimed at improving the speed 
system. A double set of ball bearing pulleys promote 

smooth and effortless operation of 
the speed system.

Regardless of your wing, you’ll 
be amazed how easy it is to push 
the speed bar with this harness. 
A special feature is an adjustable 
position speed system pulley.

This system allows to move 
the pulley’s position according the 
pilot’s CoG, preventing the harness 
from pitching up or down when 
applying speed system. 

The Swift has a redesigned 
low drag profile. The rear fairing 
covers the head and shoulder areas, 
preventing flow disturbance. Inside the fairing, multiple 
internal profile ribs ensure the best trailing edge shape 
for minimal drag. Inflatable front fairing with high 
internal pressure cuts through the air. Attention was 

aimed at removing any distortions which 
disturb the airflow over the harness. A 

zipped closed rescue bridle channel contributes 
to the sleek harness surface. The Swift is as 

light as possible to make a harness without 
compromising on durability or performance.
Impact protection includes a 17cm Airfoam protector 

in combination with a Lexan sheet. The harness features 
two emergency parachute compartments, one under 
the seat, another front mounted to ensure two hands 
deployment and comply with international requirements.

Although designed as a racing harness, the Swift 
will improve any pilot’s flying experience. For those 
who have never used a pod, its smooth feedback and 
comfort will improve thermalling and XC performance. 
For experienced pilots the Swift will be the ultimate 
choice for breaking records.

More at [www.apcoaviation.com].
Jean-Luc Lejaille, Rainbow Paragliding

The Soaring Engine, Volume 1 
There are many books on soaring, plenty on how to fly 
gliders and even some on flying crosscountry or racing 
– but few on this specific subject. I want to engage 
those who are passionately interested in the way sun, 
wind, terrain and the airmass combine to create all the 

varied patterns of air movement 
that we collectively call ‘lift’. Ridge, 
thermal, wave and convergence lift 
are all familiar to soaring pilots, 
but to look ahead at the sky and 
predict what will happen as you fly 
through it has always been a hard 

skill to acquire.
This project is a work in progress intended to create 

a resource for glider, paraglider, hang glider pilots, even 
light aircraft, mountain and bush pilots, the modellers 
and the sim guys – anyone interested in what the air is 
doing and is likely to do next!

There is a solid body of knowledge and a set of well 
proven techniques you can employ to soar successfully 
and safely, in all kinds of terrain and all types of lift. 
Straightforward concepts and easily remembered, clear 
images help recall when you need it. 

The text books are the first part of this project. The 
first volume is a primer on the most common forms of 
soaring: ridge and thermal, flatland and mountain flying. 
The second will get a bit more technical, covering the 
less well understood areas of wave and convergence 
flying. The third volume is about ‘the inner game’ – how 
to make the right decisions to fly fast and reliably in all 
the circumstances.

I regularly coach mountain flying in one of the 
most interesting soaring environments in the world 
– Omarama in the South Island of New Zealand. This 
gives me great opportunities to explore almost all of 
the soaring phenomena you are likely to come across 
anywhere. It’s quite easy to construct lesson plans to 
show things like carpet winds triggering thermals and 
sea breezes sneaking up to wash you down the side of 
mountains. Even the hydraulic jump underneath a wave 
system can be explored, demonstrated, filmed.

Available from Swift Avionics [http://store.
swiftavionics.com.au].

G Dale, Omarama

throws their own repack, so I can finetune my Beamer 
3 repacking skills. Earlier this year, I was at NZ for SIV 
training and met with one of the Beamer 3 repack gurus 
and an active acro pilot who has successfully used this 
quick release trio system seven times. 

I’m confident this set up provides added safety 
and is worth looking into. I got to this point by reading 
articles and forum posts and talking to people who own 
and use this set up. Yet the speed bar release system 
has always been a weak link due to the bulky and 
clumsy size and build. In May 2016, an Austrian company 
developed a new revolutionary speed release system 
that will now make this whole set up easy to use, fully 
functional and fully reliable.

After reserve throws during last season, it was 
obvious that most pilots would have a safer and more 
joyful ride on their reserves if they had been able 
to release their main glider. I spoke to Hans, a pilot 
who threw his reserve during the Kiwi Open 2016 in 
Manilla, about the biggest issue he experienced. He 
confirmed that it was not being able to depower the 
main glider. His main glider behaved radically and was 
almost impossible to get under the control while he was 
under his fully opened reserve. He suffered cuts as the 
force required to kill his glider via its thin lines went 
straight through his gloves and deep into his fingers 
and hands. He has since bought 
the Charly Quickout carabiners. 

The Quick Release Trio 
consists of:
➲➲ Beamer 3 (steerable reserve)
➲➲ Charly Quickout carabiner
➲➲  Quicky (foot accelerator 

separation system)
Quicky is the revolutionary 

highend separation system, 
made in Austria – very small and 
simple to use. It is ideal for use 
as a separation system for the foot accelerator (speed
bar). Installation only requires both Brummel hooks to be 
removed and replaced with the Quicky.

The Quicky speedbar release system works auto
matically when the Quickout carabiners are released. 
Alternatively, this system offers new possibilities 
when used with conventional carabiners. The risers 
can be easily disconnected from the carabiners after a 

Porepunkah airfield  
and Google view

Photos: John Chapman

New Products

The Quick Release Trio – Steerable Reserves  
With A Quick Release System
I’ve been using the Beamer 3 steerable reserve, Quick
Out carabiners and speed system quick release for three 
years now. I use the set up for my CCC glider and my 
comp harness as well as my freestyle glider and harness. 
Some acro pilots believe this set up has advantages 
over base system and places you in control of your main 
canopy release. I was looking for someone who not only 
knows how to repack the Beamer 3 properly, but also 

Nova Phantom (EN/LTF B) – Start Of A New Era
The Phantom offers the safety of a basic intermediate with the performance of a topend wing. The Phantom 
is completely revolutionary – with a similar aspectratio to the Ion and 99 cells, it combines the safety of 
the Ion series with highlevel performance. Exceptional directional stability, as well as unique precision and 
simplicity underpin the excellent handling.

With 99 cells, 804 needleeye ribs and 3200 slots in the profiles and diagonal ribs to reduce weight, 
the Phantom could be the most complex and technically elaborate wing ever made. With more than 3000 
individual components, it sets a new benchmark in complexity of paraglider construction.

The Phantom mainly uses 27g sail cloth. Combined with the weightoptimised inner construction, the size 
S wing weighs less than 5kg. Little weight and low aspect ratio result in maximum safety. Never before has 
so much performance been so easy to fly.

The Phantom is a paraglider in a brand new class and therefore is suitable for a very wide range of pilots. 
Thanks to its high degree of passive safety and its outstanding performance, it’s suitable for ambitious 
recreational pilots, as well as keen XC pilots. The Phantom combines the advantages of a lowend EN B wing 
with the performance of a highend paraglider. Available from [www.fly2base.com.au]. 

Martin Havel, Fly2Base
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2016
September

Pico Milbrulong National PPG/PHG Fly-in 
15 to 18 September

Milbrulong, NSW. The Pico Annual National PPG Flyin is the 
original and biggest PPG flyin in Australia. It has been running 
for 18 years and attracts pilots from all over Australia and 
sometimes overseas as well. You can also see all the latest 
gear there, from wings to motors to accessories. There is 
usually also plenty of spare parts to add to your toolbox if 
necessary. The area is outstanding for XC trips from 20km 
to over 100km. All PPG, PHG, PPC, WSM and balloon pilots are 
welcome. More at [www.thepico.com.au].

Southern Summer Series: Round 1
24 and 25 September

Various locations, VIC. First weekend in Bright. All together 
seven weekends over the 2016/17 season. Bgrade sanction. 
Fast paced racing practice. First task, briefing and extra 
information available 24 Sep at the Outdoor Inn, Bright. 
Updates at [www.facebook.com/southernsummerseries].

October
Canungra Paragliding Cup
8 to 15 October

Canungra, QLD. AAA, Cat 2 event. Blow the winter blues away 
and fly the famous sites of SE Queensland – Mt Tamborine 
and Beechmont. Great weather, great tasks and lots of fun, 
stressfree flying. Mentoring scheme for pilots new to comps. 
Nightly events and the legendary retrieve service. Also 
includes airport pick ups/drop offs from Brisbane airport. It’s 
Australia’s favorite comp. Organiser: Dave Gibbs <djgibbs67@
gmail.com>, [www.canungracup.org].

Annual General Meeting
22 October, 10am

Venue: HGFA Office at 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor East VIC 
3033. Starts at 10am. If you wish to attend the AGM, please 
email <rsvp@hgfa.asn.au>.

Southern Summer Series: Round 2
22 and 23 October

Updates at [www.facebook.com/southernsummerseries].

Canungra Hang Gliding Classic
22 to 29 October

Sanction: AAA. The first HG comp of the Australian calendar. 
Lock these dates in. HQ will be at the Canungra Hotel. Practice 
Day: 21 Oct. Entry fee: $270 (plus $30 site fee for twoweek 
membership nonCHGC club members). Overseas Visiting Pilots 
membership to be paid to HGFA while flying in Australia. More 
details in subsequent Skysailor editions. Registration, pilot list 
and scoring will be through Airtribune this year. Contact: Tony 
Giammichele 0428 100 121 or <tony.g@bigpond.net.au>.

November
2016 Central West Classic 
UPDATED: 13 to 19 November 

Gulgong, NSW, Central West. Cat AA aerotow HG comp. 
Practice Day: 12 Nov (with a possible XC Clinic run on 1012 
Nov). The Central West Classic is on (in place of WOW and 

bringing back the spirt of the Gulgong Classic). This region 
offers big air thermals and ideal for getting in some big flights 
early in the season. Registration opens 8pm 31 July on the 
comp website [www.wow.asn.au] and is limited to 30 pilots. 
This is a trike aerotowing comp with the best trike tow pilots 
in Eastern Australia. Scorer is Billo. Entry fee: $145, plus $300 
cash for tows to be paid on arrival at the Gulgong Aero Park. 
To register or for more details go to [www.wow.asn.au]. NHGC 
Comp Organiser: Ward Gunn 0414 356 588 or <wardgunn@
gmail.com>.

Southern Summer Series: Round 3
26 and 27 November

Updates at [www.facebook.com/southernsummerseries].

December
Southern Summer Series: Round 4
17 and 18 December

Updates at [www.facebook.com/southernsummerseries].

Forbes Flatlands HG Championships
30 December 2016 to 6 January 2017

Sanctions: FAI Cat2, Open Class AAA, Sport Class AA. Practice 
towing: 28 and 29 December 2016. Moyes together with the 
Sydney Hang Gliding Club are proud to announce the dates for 
the 11th consecutive Forbes Flatlands competition! Further 
information at [www.forbesflatlands.com].

The PICO Knowsley Fly-In
9 to 11 December

Knowsley, VIC. The flyin will be held at a privately owned 
property with 100 acres of open farmland launch areas in 
country Victoria, only 40km from Bendigo. There are XC flights 
to the gorgeous Lake Eppalock, the majestic Mt Camel and 
beyond. The launch site is privately owned and space to pitch 
your tent or park your caravan will be available. Great take off 
areas (downhill and grassed). Beautiful scenery and a terrific 
PPG/PHG/PPC/WSM site. More at [www.thepico.com.au].

2017
January

Corryong Cup
8 to 14 January

Corryong, VIC. This HG comp is recognised as one of the most 
enjoyable competitions in the Australian calendar. It’s all 
about having fun and learning. The aim of the comp is to foster 
the development of XC competition flying skills for all levels 
of pilots, in a nonstressful, friendly environment. Corryong 
is a perfect location for low airtime HG pilots to gain valuable 
experience flying in mountain terrain. The area offers wide 
open landing fields and you are only a few thermals away 
from Australia’s highest peak, Mt Kosciuszko. Online entry 
purchase opens 8pm 1 September 2016 at [www.wow.asn.
au]. Entry fee: $145. Practice Day: 7 Jan. More details at the 
Newcastle HG competition website [www.wow.asn.au]. NHGC 
Comp Organiser: Dustan Hansen <dustan@optusnet.com.au>.

Corryong PG Open
22 to 28 January

Corryong, VIC. AAA, Cat2 Event. Come fly the relaxed yet 
awesome area of Corryong. Mt Elliot rises above Corryong 
just south of the NSW/VIC border and will be the main launch 
for the last round of this season’s Australian championships. 
450 ladder points available each taskable day for the guns, 
great flying for the rest. Registration and info via [www.
airtribune.com/corryongpgopen2017/info] or email Dave 
Gibbs <auspgcomps@gmail.com>.

Visiting Pilot Pre-paid (Blue) 
Membership – Policy Change

The HGFA Committee of Management passed  
a motion at its 4/2/2014 meeting that effects  

a change in policy regarding ‘Prepaid  
Visiting Pilot Membership’ applications. 

Motion Passed: That the HGFA remove  
Pre-Paid Visiting Membership Applications  

– commencing immediately.

Visiting Pilot Membership Applications  
are available as follows:

1. VPM Online Member Services available: 
   Go to [www.hgfa.asn.au] and select 

or
2.  Hard Copy > Forms are available from  

[hgfa.asn.au] website under ‘Forms’ and 
complete the following:

•  MEM-02 HGFA Visiting Pilot Membership 
Application

•  MEM-07 HGFA Release Assumption of Risk  
& Warning – Oct 2012

• I nclude a scanned copy of current credentials

HGFA Office Manager
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Southern Summer Series: Round 5
11 and 12 February

Updates at [www.facebook.com/southernsummerseries]. 
Supplementary weekends: 4 and 5, 11 and 12 March 2017.

Commercial Event:  
2017 Tasmania Drifter Tour
16 to 24 February 2017

Coastal mountain soaring, dune 
gooning and inland XC hang gliding. Limited space, to book go 
to [www.warrenwindsports.com.au/events].

2017 NSW HG State Titles
19 to 25 February 

Mt Borah, Manilla, NSW. AA grade HG comp, held each February 
in Manilla, Australia’s premier mountain launch XC soaring site. 
Practice day: 18 Feb (with a possible XC Clinic run on 1618 
Feb). The comp attracts the best of the best from Australia 
and around the world, so is the ideal site for up and coming 
pilots to learn from those at the top of the game. It is also the 
ideal comp for newer pilots wishing to fly big air. To register 
or for more details go to [www.wow.asn.au]. Entry fee: $145. 
NHGC Comp Organiser: Ward Gunn <wardgunn@gmail.com>.

WA State Hang Gliding Championships
25 February to 4 March

Westonia, WA. More at [www.goldfieldsdustdevils.com]. 
Contact: Richard Breyley 0417 986 896.  

Phantom

Photo: Courtesy Nova
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Light Weight P series
Niviuk has extended their light weight P series across 
the full XC range of gliders. The popularity of the P 
versions of the Skin and Artik 4 has lead Niviuk to include 
the Hook 4 and Ikuma in the light weight P range of 
gliders. Gavin McClurg also tested the Klimber during his 
hike & fly traverse of Alaska. 

The Klimber is a light weight twoliner EN D glider set 
for release later in 2016. Once released, it will complete 
a full range of light weight hike & fly gliders from Niviuk 
to cover mini wing, low EN B, High EN B, En C and EN D.

If you have a passion for hike & fly or climb and fly 
then Niviuk will have a glider for you, no matter what 
your skill level.
Pap Team dealership
We are now the offical importer for Pap Team Paramotors! 
We have chosen Pap Team because it fits very much with 
our company mantra of ‘Focus on Quality’. Pap have won 
the World Championships six times and hold the current 
World record for highest flight in a paramotor (7589m) 
and longest distance (1105km) flown in a paramotor. 

Pap make six differnt models, from 80cc through 
to 250cc as well as trikes. We 

look forward to offering 
high quality service to the 
paramotoring community.

More at [www.SEQ 
Paragliding.com] or con 

tact <fly@SEQParagliding.
com>.

Shane Gingell,  
SEQ Paragliding

Mastering 
Paragliding –  
By Kelly Farina

Mastering Para
gliding is the latest 
book from the XC 
Mag book publishing 
arm. Kelly Farina has 
been a paragliding 
guide for 15 years 
and was on the comp 
scene for a decade too.

For Kelly it’s been a three year labour of love – and 
that was before he handed over the finished manuscript 
to his publisher (XC Mag). We are super happy he did. In 
our opinion this book fills a big gap for pilots who are 
progressing through the sport, learning to thermal and 
fly crosscountry.

Kelly Farina with Mastering Paragliding

At the heart of it is the ‘pyramid of progression’, a 
concept Kelly identified several years ago through his 
guiding work to help pilots know what steps to take 
to progress efficiently and safely. It removes a lot of 
the randomness of ‘learning by doing’ and replaces it 
with a learning structure, simple concepts and easy to 
understand techniques.

It makes the ‘higher art’ of paragliding accessible 
and understandable. Is that pilot staying up simply 
because s/he is a sky god? No, they’re using skilled 
techniques that can be learned. Kelly’s new book helps 
pilots understand those techniques and explains how to 
learn and apply them.

Order it now for £24.95 at [www.xcmag.com/
masteringparagliding].

Cross Country Magazine
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Matt Smith 
(President, ACT)
Age 42 or 43… I’m trying to forget.

Married (20 plus years) to a very 
patient wife who is also a paraglider pilot. She currently 
sits on the ACTHPA committee as Secretary.

We have three children, my eldest daughter has just 
started university, the boys are in year 11 and year 9.

We live in Canberra and our favourite flying sites are 
Bright and Manilla. 

I’ve been addicted to flying since 2007 and have 
raked up nearly 900 flying hours since then, about 250 
hours on paramotor – a recent addiction – and the rest 
thermal flying. Honestly, an itch the motor just can’t 
scratch. Like many motor pilots though I’ve found that 
it fits into a hectic schedule and still allows me to get 
airborne. The other big benefit is that it lets me fly with 
the hot air balloons who have adopted me in Canberra.

In the motor I’ve taken to pushing the boundaries 
with XCcontest, altitude records and the ANZ Cross
country Cup. I love the challenge of getting out of my 
comfort zone.

I’ve been lucky enough to have flown in the 
USA, Nepal, China, Hong Kong, Switzerland, NZ and 
approximately 50 sites around Australia. I’ve found the 
flying community just incredible – very welcoming and 
willing to help, share advice, etc.

I believe in karma, so have tried to give back to the 
flying community. I’ve been on the ACTHPA committee 
as a site officer, chief BBQ guy, Senior Safety Officer, 
President and public officer over the years, have 
organised numerous flyins, including dealing with 
councils, writing up risk management plans, etc. I plan 
to contribute to the HGFA in my best capacity.

Rob Woodward  
aka Woody  
(Vice President, SA)

➲➲ Age 60
➲➲ Born and living in Adelaide 
➲➲ Married to Vicki 
➲➲ Two daughters, Jessica 25 and Hannah 21
➲➲  Selfemployed conveyancer and project manager 

(since 1987)
➲➲ Started flying hang gliders in 1976 
➲➲  Involvement on committee of SAHGA Inc. in various 

capacities since 1977
➲➲  Involvement with HGFA (and its predecessors)  

in various capacities since mid1980s, on and off
➲➲  Currently flying a Moyes Malibu (with three other 

gliders in rack), but not regularly.
Other interests: Family, surfing, sailing, road cycling, 

travelling, eating, drinking, etc, pretty much anything, 
actually.

Mark Rossi 
(Secretary, NSW)
➲➲ Age 39
➲➲ Married to extremely supportive 

and wonderful wife, Heidi. 
Following work within the State Government, I moved 

to the private sector to fulfil roles within Technical 
Support Management, Business Process Manage
ment, Project Management and Technical Training  
and Development.

Flying since 2011 in Australia, Europe and Asia, I have 
over 670 combined hours logged in PG and PPG.

Teaching permanently since 2014, I jointly own one 
of Australia’s newest and most successful fulltime 
paragliding schools. We run the largest group tour and 
training operation to Indonesia annually, tours to Europe 
are planned in 2017.

As Australian importer and sole distributor for Air
Design Gliders, FlyProducts and HE Paramotors, importer 
for Syride Flight Instruments, I also write English 
language documents for AirDesign gliders since 2015.

As Safety Officer for Central Coast and Newcastle 
clubs, I enjoy supporting and developing new pilots when 
I’m not teaching, or flying socially with friends and my 
beautiful wife who is an intermediate level pilot.

I seek opportunities to provide guidance and 
feedback to the CoM for matters that enhance and evolve 
school and student training operations in Australia and 
seek to increase pilot retention and encourage lines of 
feedback and development with clubs and the NSWHPA.

I’m currently really enjoying creating tips and hints 
videos aimed at developing and refreshing existing pilot 
skills and will be concentrating on this for the larger part 
of our offseason. You may find the first in our series 
here: [www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_vTb4C253o].

Brian Webb 
(Treasurer, VIC)
HGFA qualifications:
➲➲ HG & PG Advanced Pilot Cert.

➲➲ Ground Tow (PG)
➲➲ Passenger Carrying Instructional
➲➲ Motorised (PG)
➲➲ Instructor Certificate (PG) 
➲➲ Chief Flight Safety Officer (PG)

Personal: 
➲➲ Born 5/2/56
➲➲ Married to Barb Scott, daughter Maggie
➲➲ Lives in Bright,VIC

Employment (current):
➲➲  Professional CFI [XCkms.com] specialising  

in paragliding XC skills development
➲➲ Alpine Infotech IT support 
➲➲ Volunteer
➲➲  Australian Paragliding Squad National Coach
➲➲ NEVHGC membership secretary

Employment (previous):
➲➲ CFI Alpine Paragliding, 15 years

➲➲ Database Administrator, five years
➲➲ Programmer and Business Systems Analyst, 10 years
➲➲ Finance, five years

Chris Noye  
(Board Member, VIC)
➲➲Age 38 
➲➲Married 

➲➲ Flying for 3.25 years, 650 hours
I enjoy everything about flying, talking about flying, 

thinking about flying, watching flying videos and 
reading about flying. I enjoy all aspects of flying, my 
favourite being inland distance XC. I also spend a fair 
amount of time at the coast and enjoy doing the odd hike 
& fly and tandem whenever I can. 

I was President of the SkyHigh Club for two years, 
two years on the VHPA General Committee and then last 
year as Secretary. 

I’ve been privileged enough to have five months off 
over the past two seasons and have enjoyed flying at 
many great locations around the country. I am extremely 
passionate about all aspects of flying especially safety. 
The main areas of focus for me in joining the HGFA CoM 
management are:
➲➲ Protecting our sport
➲➲ Protecting our flying sites
➲➲ Improving and promoting flying safety
➲➲  Improving the various services we offer  

our membership
I’m on the hill most weekends, flying or talking about 

flying. I’m always happy to have a chat, listen or discuss 
any aspect of flying.

Peter South  
(Board Member, WA)
I started hang gliding in 1974 with the 
TASSA school at Kurnel. Between 1974 

and 1983 I accumulated about 1000 hours at Stanwell, 
Long Reef, Hill 60, Blackheath, several Newcastle sites, 
Macksville, Byron Bay, Sunshine Coast and various little 
sites on the South Coast. Current gliders: Airborne 
Fun160, Sting 3

Skysailor editor 198081. In 1983 I moved to WA 
for work, around 1985 my flying expeditions went on 
the wane and at some point I stopped flying altogether. 
Don’t know why, I expect grown up business got in the 
way. Fortunately, I woke up in 2000 and got my act 
together. I started off with an XT145 and am now very 
happily flying my Sting 3. In the last few years I’ve been 
lucky to average 20 hours per year, but now work is out 
of the way I’m improving the run rate somewhat.

I’ve been President of the HGAWA since 2005 and 
am very flattered to be nominated WA representative 
on the HGFA CoM.

Workwise, I recently retired after 32 years in the 
electricity generation business in WA. I started out as 
a Mechanical Engineer and spent the last 10 years in 
executive management. My field was gas turbines and 

Introducing The New HGFA 
Committee of Management

sustainable energy. In the process I got a fair bit of 
exposure to corporate governance, business planning, 
risk management, safety management, environmental 
compliance, budgeting, training and development and 
strategic planning. I think I can probably help out with 
HGFA governance and management procedures; and any 
compliance issues where help is needed.

The one thing I’m really keen to address is: How do 
we get more young people into our game? I was up at the 
Manilla comps earlier this year and was happy to meet 
lots of old friends, but hardly any young ones. Seriously, 
I reckon there must be bowling clubs with a younger 
demographic than us. We talk about promotion, but I 
don’t think that’s the problem. I know plenty of young 
people who want to learn to fly but just can’t afford it. 
I learnt to fly a sailplane a couple of years ago and was 
amazed to find it was cheaper than learning to fly a 
hang glider. That’s crazy when you consider the relative 
infrastructure requirements. I think we could learn a lot 
from the GFA in this regard.

Phillip de la Hunty 
(Board Member, NSW)
➲➲Age 63

➲➲ Father of five
➲➲ Paragliding for six 

years with 170 hours.
➲➲  Active in NSWHPA for three years

➲➲  Working as on Orthopaedic Representative  
for the last 12 years.
➲➲  Enthusiastic about ground handling skills for new 

pilots to promote launching/landing competence 
and confidence, plus security in flight.

Iain Clarke (Board 
Member, Tasmania)
➲➲Age 53

➲➲ Single
➲➲ Nil progeny spawned
➲➲ Resides: North Hobart
➲➲  PhD candidate at University of Tasmania: 

Hyperspectral remote sensing from UAVs  
for precision viticulture.
➲➲  Volunteered to fill vacancy as Tasmanian 

representative on HGFA CoM
➲➲  Employed in IT, Australia and New Zealand,  

1980 to 1996
I ran away to sea in 1996, initially employed on a 

square rigger in Malta, worked my way up to skippering 
sailing and motor yachts up to 24m LOA, private and 
charter, mainly in the Mediterranean. I resided principally 
in Malta (1996 to 2001), Spain (Palma de Mallorca)(2001 
to 2005) and Turkey (Gocek/Fethiye)(2005 to 2008).

While living in Turkey I took up paragliding, flying 
Babadag/Kozagac/Oludeniz on a USHPA licence with a 
Gin Zulu. Had a bad crash on launch on solo flight #108 

(60 hours in) in 2008, shattering my right tibia and 
necessitating a return to Tasmania.

I commenced a Bachelor of Computing (2010) while 
waiting for my leg to heal. Completed Bachelor of Science 
(Honours) in 2014. Commenced PhD in 2015.

I attained my HGFA licence in February 2014 with 
Fred Gungl at Active Flight in Bright and recommenced 
flying at the end of 2014 on a Nova Rookie. Traded in on 
a Mojo5 in July 2015.

Tasmanian weather conditions are challenging 
in terms of getting airtime to reach intermediate, I 
complete lots of shorter flights. When it happens 
though, Tassie is a great place to fly.

My partner, Jo, suffers through all of this and has 
even come retrieve driving. She says it wasn’t the 
worst day she’s had… Going to shout her a tandem with 
Fred in December when I head north for airtime and an 
intermediate course.

Mark Pike  
(Board Member, VIC)
Mark has been active in the sport since 

1982. He has previously been HGFA Treasurer, VHPA 
Treasurer and VHPA site development and Committee 
member, volunteering for over 20 years. Currently he 
represents VHPA views to the HGFA Board.

Actively flying with over 250 hours GA, 1200 
hours HG, 100 hours PHG, holding ground/aerotow and 
tugmaster endorsements. 
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Pelicans lazily thermal in formation out front. As they bank 

and turn, wings shimmer in the soft, humid heat. Past them 

fluffy clouds perch above the Whitsunday Islands. A tropical 

beach paradise backed by lush cane fields and a sprinkling 

of mountains. Lying back in my harness, I drink in the view, 

knowing I’m going to climb out on this, the gentlest breath of 

tropical breeze. But it wasn’t always like this for me…

by Allen Weynberg

Totally Tropical Taste

Crossing the mighty Burdekin River, looking west

Photo: Allen Weynberg
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orth Queensland is a harsh place. The state  
                      is ruled by a city in the far south east, like the 
             UK being ruled from Calais. ABC National Radio 
announces the time, “In Brisbane it’s eight o’clock, in 
Adelaide, it’s 7:30am, in Perth it’s 6am and in North 
Queensland it’s the year 1972.” Things take a long time 
to arrive; although I seemed to get here in a flash about 
two years ago. For my professional life, I found myself 
laying turf for cash – ‘Pick it up, drop it, kick it, repeat,’ 
and all this as the sweat dripped from the end of my 
nose. My glider had been sold and I was looking down 
not up. 

Tropical air is different. For eight months of the year 
it’s like a hot, damp blanket. Stepping from the aircon 
into the world gives a sensation of falling into a warm, 
frothy pool and beginning to swim. What would it be like 
to fly in this? 

In contrast to the softest of air is the harshness 
of the terrain. Leaving aside the cliché land of snakes, 
spiders and drop bears, there is just the sheer spikiness 
of this place. Every wild and flyable area is covered in 
vegetation, thorns, trees and rocks – all baking in an 
off the scale UV index. Stand for a minute and the sun 
hurts, you feel your skin crisping. Walk off the road and 
you get shredded. Just a few square metres needed to 
take off – but where?

I tumble naked from the bed at 6am to the parrots 
beginning their chorus in the first strong rays of the day. 
Six? Seriously? Packing supplies and filling the Camelbak 
at six… Oh well, J flew a few days ago and told me, “I’ll 
pick you up at seven.” So the coffee’s on and I’m creeping 
around feeding the dog and kissing the sleepy kids 
goodbye in their beds lit only by their iPods.

Mt Inkerman, Home Hill, QLD
The telecom company have built a road all the way to the 
top. We walk a few metres through the scrub, brushing 
aside huge webs and continually slapping at mozzies the 
size of bats. That one could pick me up and take me to 
cloudbase if he wasn’t so full of my blood!

Here we are, this is it. A slight clearing in the arid 
jungle. I balance my gear on a few rocks, pushed aside by 
hangy pilots years ago, and look out. Blue, shimmering 
Coral Sea, islands topped by cotton cumulus and bright 
green paddocks below with space to land. The terrain 
sparkles, but how’s that tropical air? With sun and land 
so harsh and arid and the air so soft and warm, the 
contrast is striking.

Nerves begin to seep in. Once the samurai sword 
leaves its sheath it has to fly. Ninethirty and I’m 
trembling slightly as I tug on the Alines. I turn and 
miss grabbing the right brake so glide gently through a 
sapling, expecting a sharp pull to earth, but I pass and 
step from the spikey earth into the soft air. 

I stay up, alert, ready, expectant – all senses super 
honed because I’m scoring at the away end. Within a 
few beats, the truth becomes apparent – it’s smooth, 
lazy, warm, tropical and perfect. There is still a bank of 
high cloud dampening the sun’s rays, but staying up at 
9:45am is easy.

Better still, there’s lovely bubbles flowing through 
this warm champagne. Searching for the best bits, I look 
down at the telecom masts. J is in the air and hunting 
too. The birds are everywhere – kites, parrots, pelicans 

Allen taking off at Mt Inkerman

Photo: John Williams

Mt Inkerman

Photo: Allen Weynberg

Home hill

Photo: Allen Weynberg
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and a wedgetailed eagle. It’s like morning playtime at 
this tropical hill.

The high cloud begins to inch away and I feel a tug 
towards the sapphire sea. That end of the hill has got to 
work best. It’s flatter over here and the trees are bigger, 

but it feels like it’s going to go off. The pelicans form up 
out in front and begin to climb, I give chase. 

It’s smooth, warm, lifty and I begin a lazy turn. The 
beeps are melodic and I hear them all the way round, 
steadily climbing, lying back in my tropical hammock… 
Then a knife edge moment – one where the air changes 
utterly and your ears feel it, completely contained in 
the thermal, sounds muted, smells amplified, I’m going 
all the way to base – no doubt, no fear, no rough stuff, 
just a warm breath all the way to the wispies. A crystal 
moment at the top. I see the shadow of a perfect little 
cloud street laid out on the flats below. I turn and leave.

I land gently a few kilometres later at the back of a 
ploughed paddock. Maybe next time… and the best bit? 
It’s autumn. Who else looks forward to autumn? In this  
 

corner of the topics it’s only going to get better. Until 
the warm wet blanket of summer wraps us up again for 
another year. 

Looking north along the Bruce Highway towards Home Hill

Photos: Allen Weynberg
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Evening soaring at Mt Inkerman
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This is particularly true for singlestrand 
(SWER) lines which have no pole crossarms 
to indicate the direction of the powerlines. 

Several pilots (including myself!) have been injured 
by collisions with powerlines which could have probably 
been avoided if the powerlines had had better visibility.

Pilots/club officials may be interested to know that 
there is now a new aid to reduce the hazard. Lightweight 
powerline markers are now available. These are smaller/
lighter and quicker/simpler to install than traditional 
airport (balltype) powerline markers (see Google search 
under [http://tinyurl.com/zx6onmm]) .

Below are pictures of the new lightweight (260mm 
diameter) ‘Quickmark’ permanent markers now available 
in Australia. I believe that these are large enough for our 
typical (low speed) flying operations. They are sold as 
‘durable, permanent powerline markers’ and are simply 
fixed via a spring clamp. (Hence they can also be removed 
if required, using similar tools to those for installation.)

Of course, the installation of these markers can only 
be performed by duly licensed and authorised electrical 
line personnel with appropriate equipment/training, 
etc, but I have seen this done by such a worker (in 
Queensland), basically just using a telescopic fibreglass 
pole with the relevant tool attached. No large equipment 
or a ‘cherry picker’ work platform are required.

In Australia these markers/clamps are available from 
‘Power Engineers’ in NSW (see [www.poweng.com.au/
Quickmark%20PE%202013.pdf] or [www.poweng.
com.au/warningflag.html]. I was quoted $94.50 plus 
GST each for small quantities of the markers, including 

clamps. For good visibility, you’ll probably need one 
marker per wire per location.)

Above is a picture of installation of the ‘Quickmark’ 
markers on overhead lines, using only insulated pole, 
clamp and gloves, etc, by one worker.

Conventional powerline (airport) marker balls can 
also be seen here [www.poweng.com.au/powerline_
markers.htm]. These are larger and heavier than the 
‘Quickmark’ type – and traditionally their installation 
has required isolating the powerlines and dropping them 
to the ground – which is relatively slow/expensive. 

It is my understanding that these traditional ball
type markers are only legally required at aerodromes 
open to public use – in accordance with the requirements 
of Article 15 of the ICAO Convention. 

Yet I also believe that there are several sites we 
often fly where marking nearby powerlines would 
provide a significant safety benefit to us – especially in 
the case of ‘SWER’ (single wire) powerlines.

The small size of these ‘Quickmark’ markers would 
make them less visually offensive than the traditional 
balltype, particularly for those who prefer the natural 
scenery (e.g. local residents). At the same time, I believe 
that these markers should move sufficiently in the 
breeze to increase visibility for us. Since they are hinged, 
to allow the discs to move in the wind, this should also 
decrease the windload on the powerlines, making them 
more acceptable to powerline owners.

Some years ago, a group of cropspraying pilots got 
together and formed their own association – largely to 
lobby for improved marking of powerlines which form 
one of the largest professional hazards. Judging by 
their recent lack of activity, it seems they did not have 
much success. This goes to show that if we don’t get 
these lines marked ourselves, no one else is going to 
do it for us.

Recently, I had trouble getting a cheap quote for 
the installation of these markers in South Australia – 
largely because the power distributor isn’t interested in 
‘trying something new’. However, I have gained technical 
approval for them to be used/installed by conventional 
methods – at one of our sites in SA. I believe that 
electrical distributors on the East Coast could do this by 
simpler/cheaper methods if required. 

Notes: I don’t stand to gain personally in any way 
from the sale/use of these markers. As a long-term 
HGFA member (currently Adelaide/ SA-based HG and 
trike pilot), as well as current SAHGA President, I am 
also qualified as a civil engineer and have once worked 
for an electrical power transmission utility. I would be 
glad to share info/advice on this safety feature with 
other clubs/pilots around the country if required. I’d 
also be interested in any feedback on progress (or lack 
of) in getting powerlines marked from anywhere in 
Australia. Contact: <pbolt@ozemail.com.au>.

Inline Crossline

Opening the SnapFast clamp

In many places, powerlines represent an on-going threat to our 

flying safety – especially where their visibility is limited.

by Peter Bolton (MIEAust), SAHGA

A New Type Of Powerline Markers

Conventional type
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There have been a number of studies and reports around the 

world on the effects of turbulence in the ‘wake’ downwind of 

wind turbines on aircraft.

by Peter Bolton (SAHGA)

F rom (UK) CAA Policy and Guidelines on  
Wind Turbines:

“Published research shows measure- 
ments at 16 rotor diameters, approximately 1500m* 
(5000ft) downstream of the wind turbine indicating 
that turbulence effects are still noticeable.(3) The 
measurement of effect is very difficult even though 
modeling studies can predict the effects further 
downstream. The verification and validation processes 
of these models are still going on. They found that very 
light aircrafts such as gliders, gyroplanes, microlights, 
etc., are more susceptible to the wake turbulence.” (2)

Turbulence 43
Wind farm operators should be aware that wind turbines 
may create turbulence which are noticeable up to 16 
rotor diameters from the turbine. In the case of one 
of the larger wind turbines with a diameter of 125m, 
turbulence may be present two kilometres downstream. 

At this time, the effect of this level of turbulence 
on aircraft in the vicinity is not known with certainty. 
However, wind farm operators should be conscious of 

their duty of care to communicate this risk to aviation 
operators in the vicinity of the wind farm. CASA will 
also raise awareness of this risk with representatives of 
aerial agriculture, sport aviation and general aviation.(6)

Most of the research/testing has been done in wind 
speeds of 10m/s (~20kt) – which is as strong as we 
operate in, but note the above warnings about how 
much more susceptible we are to turbulence in our light 
wings.(3)

From Kansas USA: “…the maximum turbulence from 
a single turbine is at 200m (at 8m/s ~16kt)” and, “The 
wake can be recognised up to 2,000m downwind side 
of the turbine,” and, “…for the Rooks County Regional 
Airport, the potential roll hazard index is in the high 
range (for GA) as far out as 2.84 miles.” (1) (~4.6km, for 
35kt gust speed, blade diameter of 90m, 4.6km at 15d).

From Guideline D (Aus regs): “There is no requirement 
for CASA to be notified if a proposed wind turbine or 
wind monitoring tower is less than 150m in height and 
does not infringe the OLS of an aerodrome.” (6) (OLS – 
Obstacle Limitation Surface).

From CASA Rules and Practices for Aerodromes 
(1999), Chapter 10 – Obstacles in Airspace: 1.6: “Any 
object that extends above a height of 110m (360ft) 
above local ground level must be assessed by CASA 
to determine whether it is an obstacle to aircraft 
operations.” (i.e. CASA Guidelines do not appear to take 
turbulence (downwind of wind turbines) into account). 

Wake has been shown to dissipate over an 
approximate nine degree head angle downwind of 
source(12) (see picture above). If turbine spacing equals 
5d, then adjacent wakes overlap at ~16d downwind.

Effects (velocity deficits) have been measured/
clearly displayed up to 12 diameters downstream of 
turbines. This was the furthest distance observed – and 
they were not down to zero at this point. (See Figure 42 
in references (3) and (9) quoted below.)

Most of these studies have been done in order to 
determine loss of power output from turbines in the 
wake of other turbines – not to assess the effects on 
aviation – although some connections can be observed.
(See (8): Optimal Layout for Wind Turbine Farms.)

Where effects on aviation have been considered, it 
has been mainly focused towards GA and commercial 
aircraft – not gliders/microlights, etc. I have been unable 
to find any reports of the effects on gliders downwind 
of wind turbines, but there have already been fatal 
collisions with wind turbines/towers overseas. In the 
UK, the RAF and others have raised concerns over 
hazards from wind turbines.(10)

Currently, developers of windfarms (in SA at least) 
are obliged to consult with all airspace users as part of 
the planning process. We are not guaranteed to get the 
response we want – and the government are generally 
keen to approve wind farms – as a means of gaining 
Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs), etc. Landowners 
are also often in favour of them – as a source of ongoing 

Wake
How far downwind of wind  
turbines can turbulence extend?

Wind turbines and 200m cliffs 
to the north of Cape Jervis

Photo: Brooke Whatnall

* At a currently-proposed (SA) windfarm, the rotor 
diameter equals 122m. Hub height is 89m; max 
tip height 150m (492ft agl) (16 rotor diameters 
equals 1952m). However, the minimum distance from 
turbines to the nearest runway at the nearby flying 
club is ~1.2km). At the time of writing, this project is 
awaiting government approval.(11)

income (via royalties). As environmentallyresponsible 
citizens, we (the SAHGA) have not strongly objected to 
wind farms, but we have lost a number of sites because 
to them. Of little consolation, most wind farms are now 
shown on Aus airmaps.

Apparently, (in May 2016) the German DHV has 
recommended staying at least six to seven diameters 
downwind of turbines. They found that turbulence was 
negligible in winds below 10km/h (5.4kt ~2.8 m/s, 
not surprising since most turbines don’t cut in until 
34m/s). See [www.paraglidingforum.com/viewtopic.
php?p=p495025].

However, as a microlight instructor from Scotland 
said: “One of the issues is turbulence. There is no 
research done as to how close to a turbine it will be 
safe to fly. We do not have the resources to fund such 
studies, unlike the wind industry which has millions.

So we err in the side of caution. No one of us is 
brave or stupid enough to be a test pilot to see how 
close to a turbine you can fly before your aircraft is 
ripped to shreds.” (See also reference (10) below.)

Even after taking all of this into account, there seems 
to be little to no information as to how far downwind of 
turbines turbulence significant to wings such as ours 
can be encountered – and at what wind strength. I also 
don’t expect there to be many volunteers to be ‘guinea 
pigs’ for experimental flights/landings downwind of 
turbines to find out the true limits. Nevertheless, if 
anyone out there has flown/landed a glider or trike 
downwind of turbines, please let us know! 
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Curious Goat Paragliding Tours

NEW ZEALAND 2017

Join Phil Hystek on an amazing flying 
adventure in NZ’s Southern Alps.
Thermalling, XC, HeliPara flights, stunning 
high glides and ridge soaring in a social 
atmosphere of like-minded pilots.
3 x 9-day tours throughout February 2017
Tours suitable for pilots of all skill levels.
Speedwing pilots catered for.
For details please contact Phil:
<info@pgqld.com.au>

Over the ‘Horns Rev’ wind farm, 2008(12) Photo: Christian Steiness 
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Over dinner the plan was hatched to fly to 
  the snow (as long as the fog didn't stop us). 
The plan was to be ready to depart Yarrawonga 

at, or as close to, 0700 hours. A done deal and two pilots 
and aircrew were ready for tomorrow!

At 0600 hours, no fog... you little beauty! Hangar 
doors were opened and the aircraft were moved out into 
the crisp morning air. Yes, it was cold. The sun cut itself 

on the trees at the end of the runway and bled all along 
the taxiway. Then it put a beautiful golden glow over the 
two QuikR ‘pirate ships’. Time to get going. 

The aircrew was made up of pilot Ian with crew 
member Corina in one QuikR, and CFI Peter in the other. 
Aircrew Anne would have to stay behind today as her 
new hip was still not good enough for a twohour flight 
in the cold. Anne’s disappointment was palpable…

Engines started and warmed up, and warmed up... 
Gee, it was cold! It took over 12 minutes to get to 45º. 
The two pirate ships taxied to the holding point. One 
after the other, they lined up and departed into the cool 
but still air. 

Both aircraft climbed to 2000ft where the 
temperature was very nice. We made our way towards 
Wangaratta and kept a listening watch on Wangaratta 
and Melbourne, but all we could hear were crickets. It 
seemed that no one was coming out to fly today. 

The ground below us was very wet from recent rains 
which had fallen over the last few months. We passed 
Wangaratta and started a gentle climb to 7000ft. It 
was still quite warm as we made it over the hills leading 
towards the town of Bright. We climbed higher and 
higher on our way towards Mt Buffalo. We could see 
the snow on both Mt Bogong and Mt Hotham. However, 

as we reached the top of Mt Buffalo we could only see a 
small amount of snow on it. We flew over the top of the 
mountain and saw a few wannabe skiers playing around 
in the little bit of snow there was. 

After checking out the top of Mt Buffalo for a 
while, I decided to head down to make a low pass over 
Porepunkah runway. What a mistake that was! As I 
descended down from 7000ft the air began to get cold. 
very cold, then below freezing and I watched my oil 
temperature go from 100ºC down to 50ºC in a matter 
of seconds. So did my hands! Feeling quite cold, I climbed 
back up to 5000ft and headed back to Yarrawonga. I had 
told Ian not to follow me down as it was just getting too 
cold and he heeded my advice. Ian and Corinna stayed 
nice and warm. The flight back to Yarrawonga was just 
magic. The crisp clear sky let us almost see forever!

Arriving back at the circuit, we joined for runway 01 
and allowed our aircraft to gently touch down. As we 
taxied back to the hangar and shut down, we reflected 
on our flight to the snow. Sitting down at the table 

in hangar 19, we looked at the photos we had taken. 
Another set of memories to keep.

Anne and I had done this flight a few years ago on 
the same date, 17 July, and we agreed there was more 
snow back then. Still, a great flight and soon Anne will 
be also be able to join us again in her PulsR. 

Flight To The 

Snow

After another great flight 

along the Murray River, our 

two ‘pirate ships’ were put 

to bed for the night. Time for 

dinner and, more importantly, 

time to plan tomorrow's flight.

by Peter McLean,  
Yarrawonga Flight Training 

Winter morning sun
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A crestfallen Anne

Heading home

Mt Buffalo

All photos: Peter McLean
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Human Factors
Air (the environment) -Man (I’m safe) -Ship (the aircraft)

I’M SAFE
Illness? 
Do I have an illness or any symptoms of an illness or disorder?

Medication and other drugs?
Have I been taking or mixing prescription, over-the-counter or recreational drugs?

Stress?
Am I under psychological pressure from my job or personal circumstances?
Am I worried about financial matters, health problems or family matters?

Alcohol?
Have I been consuming alcohol within the previous eight hours? 

Is my blood alcohol level less than 0.02? 
Would my average alcohol consumption be greater than ‘very low risk’? 

Fatigue?
Am I tired or inadequately rested?

Eating and Drinking?
Am I adequately nourished and hydrated?

HGFA Document  
Map System

HGFA Document Map Register has been 
developed to create a version control system 
for all HGFA Forms, Manuals, and Syllabus, 
which will allow all to view and access the 

HGFA documentation structure. Due to recent 
Entry Control Procedures placed by CASA,  

the HGFA Document Map will assist in meeting 
compliance obligations.

All current documents are available on  
the HGFA website on the ‘Forms’ page.

[www.hgfa.asn.au] – ‘Forms’ 
The objective is to ensure the correct  

Version Control is used at all times  
by members, HGFA Instructors and  

HGFA National Office. 

Current Version: v2.0 Oct 2012

HGFA Office Manager
The Soaring Engine

by G. Dale, reviewed by the Editor

Photo: Kym Fielke

Although written from a glider pilot’s per 
 spective, this book nevertheless deals with  
   airflow over different terrains, turbulence, 

safe decisionmaking, thermalling, observing weather 
and anticipating conditions – in short, all subjects that 
equally apply to other airsports.

Volume One covers ridge, thermal, flatland and 
mountain soaring and describes in many diagrams the 

interactions of air and terrain and the challenges and 
opportunities these offer to the observant pilot.

The author uses colour visual representations and 
brief, clear descriptions throughout. Some explanations 
apply to gliders in particular, but much is universal and 
the Appendices describe the basics of air behaviour 
simply. Intended as a primer, this book may be of 
use to the beginner pilot or those moving from the 

coast to inland 
flying, whether mountain or flatlands, to visualise the 
differences they will encounter and learn to recognise 
and look for particular signs.

Further volumes are planned. 

The Soaring Engine, Volume One, 142 pages, available from 
Swift Avionics [http://store.swiftavionics.com.au].

Mastering  
Paragliding 

by Kelly Farina 
reviewed by the Editor

Specifically written with paragliding in mind, this book covers many  
of the techniques and knowledge required for alpine flying.

It progressively takes the reader through launch techniques, 
efficient flight and thermalling, etiquette and strategic planning. It shares 
methods top pilots use to fly further, higher, faster and more efficiently.

Part two goes into the detail of alpine conditions, using the European Alps as 
an example and offering sample case studies based in Zillertal and the Dolomites.

This book is of interest to anyone heading to Europe for the first time as 
an introduction to the most common techniques and competencies required, 
or those wanting to finetune their understanding of alpine flying to get more 
out of their experience.

Illustrated with photos and diagrams throughout, this is another 
professional offering from the XC Mag publishing arm. Look out for a sample 
chapter in an upcoming edition of SkySailor.

Mastering Paragliding, 241 pages, available from XC Shop [www.xcmag.com].
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All correspondence, including 
changes of address, member- 
ship renewals, short term 
memberships, rating forms 
and other administrative 
matters should be sent to:

HGFA National Office
4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor East VIC 
3033, &➲ 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177 
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager
Brett Coupland &➲ 0417 644633 <manager.
operations@hgfa.asn.au>.

HGFA Administrative Manager

Melinda Goullet & 03 9336 7155 <office@hgfa.
asn.au> <melinda.goullet@hgfa.asn.au>.

➲➲  For information about site ratings, sites 
and other local matters, contact the appro-
pri ate State asso ciations, region or club.

HGFA Committee  
of Management
Pres: Matthew Smith <president@hgfa. 
asn.au> &➲0466 399850.
V-Pres: Rob Woodward <vicepresident@hgfa. 
asn.au> <rob.woodward@hgfa.asn.au> &➲0400 
759105.
Sec: Mark Rossi <secretary@hgfa.asn.au> 
<mark.rossi@hgfa.asn.au>.
Trs: Brian Webb <treasurer@hgfa.asn.au> 
<brian.webb@hgfa.asn.au> &➲0417 530972.

Committee Members:
Chris Noye <chris.noye@hgfa.asn.au> 
Rick Williams <rick.williams@hgfa.asn.au> 
Phillip de la Hunty <phillip.de.la.hunty@hgfa.
asn.au> 
Iain Clarke <iain.clarke@hgfa.asn.au> &➲
0419 892992.
Mark Pike <mark.pike@hgfa.asn.au>.
Committee: <committee@hgfa.asn.au>.

Regions
ACT HG & PG Association
[www.acthpa.org]. Pres: Terri Jewell 
<tjewell69@gmail.com> 0411 236 
715; VPres: Geoff Robertson; Trs: 
Aimee Nizette <treasurer.acthpa@
gmail.com>; Sec: Kristina Smith 
<kdsmith71@gmail.com> 0407 

905554; Public Officer: Chop Lamont 0407 
771075; SSO: Matthew Smith; Committee: 
Clancy Pamment, Dave Hanna. Meetings: 1st 
Tue/month 7:30pm, except January, Canberra 
Labor Club, Weston Creek.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936, [www.hgfa.
asn.au/~hgawa]. Pres: Peter South 0417 930 
142 <ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; VPres: 
Tom Marwick; Sec: Richard Breyley 0417 986 
896 <richard.breyley@masta.com.au>; Trs: 
Sam Clark; Club Reps: Simon Shuttleworth 
(Albany), Richard Breyley (Dust Devils), Mike 
Duffy (Western Soarers), Rick Williams (Hill 
Flyers), Aron Crowhurst (Non Club Rep).

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association
PO Box 1238, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755 
<executive@nswhpa.org>. Pres: Ralf 
Gittfried <president@nswhpa.org>, 0466 
566288; VPres: John Harriott<Vice
President@nswhpa.org>, 0412 442705; 
Sec: Michael Stott <secretary@nswhpa.org>, 
0418 652774; Trs: John Brassil <treasurer@
nswhpa.org>, 0419 285802; PO/Assist. Trs: 
Nir Eshed 0423 422494; Committee: Phillip 
de la Hunty (NSW HGFA Rep), Fred Crous, Nils 
Vesk, Matthew Te Hira.

North Queensland HG Association
PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881, [www.
cairnshangglidingclub.org]. Pres: Daniel 
Keech 0427 888893 <dkeech1@hotmail.
com>; Sec/Trs: Tracey Hayes 0418 963796 
<info@azurephotography.com>; PG Rep: 
Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association
PO Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275. Pres: Kenneth  
Hill 0418 188655 <ken@hanggliding 
queensland.com>, Sec/Trs: Rod Stead 0428 
132215 <roderick.stead@rpsgroup.com.au>.

South Australian HG Association Inc
PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA 5000 
<sahga.exec@gmail.com>. Pres: Peter Bolton 
0401 368736; VPres: Stuart McClure 0428 
100796; Sec/Trs: Robert Woodward 0408 
808436 (SA/NT State Rep); SSO (HG): Helen 
0427 656545; SSOs (PG): Adam Stott, Peter 
Allen; SO (PG): Steve Savage 0408 889737. 
PG Rep: Mark Elston 0428 480820; SSO (PPG): 
Adrian Palfrey 0408 341181, M’ship: Dave 
Wilson, Sthn sites: Geoff Fisher; Nthn sites: 
Peter Bolton; ML: Garry Fimeri (SDFC) 0428 
111249, Committee: Paul Kelley.

Tasmanian HG & PG Association
PO Box 268, Lindisfarne TAS 7015, [thpa.org.
au]. Pres: Phil Joughin 0434 364813 <phillip.
joughin@gmail.com>; Sec/Trs: Rob Steane 
0418 146137 <robsteane@iinet.net.au>.

Victorian HG & PG Association
PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa. 
org.au]. Pres: Rob Van Der Klooster 0408 335 
559 <president@vhpa.org.net>; Sec: Stephen 
Norman 0407 250571 <secretary@vhpa.
org.net>; Trs: Peter Kemeny 0409 028165 
<treasurer@vhpa.org.net>; SO: Matthew 
Hall 0418 517407 <safetyofficer@vhpa.
org.net>; Site Dev: Adam Young 0422 383 
214 <adam@fibreopt.com.au>; Web: Jan 
Bennewitz 0423 139923 <jan.bennewitz@
gmail.com>; Committee: Romann Kudinoff 
0414 971533 <romann@kudinoff.com.au>, 
Michael Armstrong, Alister Johnson.

ACT 
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club Inc.
6 Miago Ct, Ngunnawal ACT 2913, 
[www.dustydemons.com]. Pres: Trent 
Brown 0427 557486 <trentbrown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 
813746 <peter.dall@casa.com.au>; 
SSO: Stephen McCarthy.

New South Wales
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
190 Wyndham St, Alexandria, NSW 2015 
[bmhgc.blogspot.com]. Pres: Julian 
Andersen 0414 865894 <julian_andersen@
hotmail.com>; Sec: Alex Drew 0423 
696677 <revant)1@yahoo>; Trs: Stephen 
Moon; SSOs: Allan Bush (HG) 0407 814524 
<bethandallen@bigpond.com>, Che Golus 
(PG) 0429 432031 <chegolus@gmail.com>. 

Central Coast Sky Surfers 
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www. 
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: Scott Cairns 
<president@centralcoastskysurfers.com>;  
Sec: Matthew Collins <secretary@central 
coastskysurfers.com>; Trs: Phillip Wheen 
<treasurer@centralcoastskysurfers.com>,  
SSOs: Javier Alvarez 0418 116681 <media 
centralcoastskysurfers.com>, John Harriott  
0412 442705 <nationalparksliaisoncentralcoast 
skysurfers.com>. Meetings: 1st Thu/month, 
7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club, Ilya Ave, Erina. 

East Oz Microlight Club Inc.
PO Box 27, Morpeth NSW 2321. Pres: Raymond 
Sparkes 0433 917011; VPres: Andrew Swan 
0421 204695; Sec: Jeanette Sparkes 0404 
487802; Trs: Wayne Perry 0427 383803.

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres: Frank 
Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1@bigpond.

com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim Causer 0418 
433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.alpineparagliding.com]; Pres: Michael 
Porter 0415 920444 <porter.michael60@
gmail.com>; VPres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491 
150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston  
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.org. 
au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 02 6785 
6545 <godfrey@flymanilla.com>, VPres/Sec/
Trs: Bob Smith 0428 317735 <bobskisan@gm 
ail.com>, SSOs: Mark Russell 0434 895185 (HG).

Mid North Coast Flyers Inc.
470 Ocean Drive, Laurieton NSW 2443 [www.
midnorthcoastflyers.com.au] <mncflyers@
hotmail.com>. Pres: Daniel Rose 0411 897255 
<president@midnorthcoastflyers.com.au>; 
VPres: Murray Dawes 0487 177928, Sec: 
David Stevens 0491 038060 <secretary@
midnorthcoastflyers.com.au>. Site info: SSO 
David Wainwright 0429 844961 or SSO Chris 
Rogers 0407 918099.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 991, Newcastle NSW 2300 [www.
nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Ward Gunn 0414 356588 
<president@nhgc.asn.au>; VPres: Adrian 
Mulder 0420 359863 <vicepresident@nhgc.
asn.au>; Sec: John Spencer 0432 112175 
<secretary@nhgc.asn.au>; Trs: Nicola 
Bowskill 0406 639298 <treasurer@nhgc.
asn.au>; SO (inland/coastal): Tony Barton 
0412 607815; News letter: <editor@nhgc.
asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month 7:30pm  
South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.

Newcastle Paragliding Club
Pres: Neil Bright 0412 689067 <tojofly@
iprimus.com.au>; VPres: Gavin Morris 0405 
201375; Sec: Andrew Burchell 0403 772563 
<andrewburchell1@gmail.com>; Trs: Michael 
Johnson 0409 244049; SSO: Bob Lane 
0490 349441 <bob.lane55@hotmail.com>. 
Meetings: Last Tue/month, 7:30pm, Hexham 
Bowling Club.

Northern Beaches Hang Gliding Club Inc
Unit 8, 8 Parriwi Road, Mosman NSW 2088. 
Pres: Ray Firth 0425 314735 <rayfirth@
gmail.com>; VPres: Michael Lamb 0422 
611318 <lamykiwi@gmail.com>; Sec: Gregory 
Evans 0422 688491 <evans100@optusnet.
com.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor 0434 882834 
<alan@2t4l.com>; SSO: Doug Sole 0412 728 
959 <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>. 

Northern Rivers HG & PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net], <nrhgpgc@gmail.com>. Pres:  
Jan De Vos 0438 645135 <janpauldevos@
googlemail.com>; VPres: Brian Rushton 0427 
615950 <byronair@optusnet.com.au>; Sec: 
Gavin Hartel <nrhgpgc@gmail.com>; Trs: 
James McEwan 0437 368999 <nrhgpgc@
gmail.com>; Sites: Col Rushton 0458 120010 
<colinrushton@upnet.com.au>; Council 
Liaison: Neil Mersham 0408 441742 <neil_ 
mersham@hotmail.com>; SSO (PG): Lindsay 
Wooten 0427 210993 <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>; SSO (HG): Andrew Polidano 
0428 666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>; 
PR: Jan Smith 0438 876926 <jansmith.
cloudnine@gmail.com>. Meetings: Byron Bay 
RSL Club, 7pm, 2nd Fri/month.

All clubs please check details in this section carefully
Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details 
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific 
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs. 

All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs
Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office 
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments 
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and 
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required 

to be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if 
confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where no current forms or 
confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken as having expired.
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Sky Hawks
[www.skyhawks.org.au]. Pres: Brett Coup
land 0409 162616 <brettcoupland@gmail. 
com>; VPres: Tony Dennis 0418 574068 
<fly@trikefan.com>; Sec: Jasmine Campbell 
<jazmia16@hotmail.com>; Trs: John Jablon 
skis 0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>; 
SSOs: Brett Coupland 0409 162616, Lee Scott 
0400 814811 <fly.paragliders@gmail.com>.

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508, [www.
flystanwell.com]. Pres: Dave Bateman 0414 
845587 <presidentflystanwell@gmail.com>;  
VPres: Peter Garbett 0414 422171 <gar 
moore@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Mark Mitsos 
0408 864083 <secretary@flystanwell.com>;  
Trs: John Scicluna 0404 070702 <jps_64@
yahoo.com>; SSOs: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083 
<SSO@flystanwell.com>, Martin Wysocki 
0409 959691 <hollywood@flyforfly.com>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club
[www.sydneyhangglidingclub.org.au] <shgc 
@live.com.au>. Pres/SO: Ken Stothard 0424 
615419 <kstothar@optusnet.com.au>; Sec:  
Peter Garrone 0429 699244 <garrone.peter 
@gmail.com>; Trs: John Selby 0414 218391 
<< illegible <jselby@pivot.net.au>; SO: Doug 
Sole <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>; SSO: 
Martin Wielecki 0437 265225. Meetings: 
Juniors @ the Junction, Anzac Pde, Maroubra, 
8pm 3rd Wed/month.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.com.au]. Pres: Kirsten Seeto 0450 
887857 <kirsten.flys@gmail.com>; VPres: 
Greg Hurst 0417 908496 <greg@sydneypara 
gliding.com.au>; Sec: Nicholas Loveday 0434 
057727 <nicholas.loveday@me.com>; Trs: 
Bernhard Hurzeler 0414 188339 <hurzeler@
icmconsulting.com.au>; Committee: Doug 
Hazell, Kristen Rickard, Guy Mckanna; SSOPG: 
David Holmes 0408 366505 <ny_studios@
hotmail.com>; SSOPPG: Brett Coupland 0409 
162616 <brett@ppgaustralia.com>; SSOHG: 
Rohan Taylor 0425 268080 <rohantaylor@
yahoo.com>. Meeting: Harbord Bowling Club, 
Bennett St, Freshwater, 7pm, 1st Tue/month 
(except January).

The Pico Club Inc. (Paramotor Club)
[www.thepico.com.au]. Pres: Andrew Shipley 
<andrewshipley@netspace.net.au> 0407 511 
451; VPres: Brendan Tacey <thetaceys@
gmail.com> 0411 838045; Sec: Jos Weemaes 
<jweemaes@yahoo.com> 0488 693788; 
Trs: Andrew MacCarthy <natmarks@tpg.
net.au> 0438 062596; SSOs: Mike Forwood 
0427 310686, Rick Clarke 0409 955089; 
Committee: Dave Tymms <dtymms@hot 
mail.com> 0409 405290, Casey Butler <south 
servicesptyltd@gmail.com> 0437 026079. 

Northern Territory
Alice Springs Paramotoring & Paragliding Club
PO Box 4402, Alice Springs NT 0870. Pres: 
Richard Binstead 0422 956967 <rbinstead@
gmail.com> Sec: Alan Bartlett 0407 105 899.

Queensland
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Pl, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres: Derek 
Tremain 07 33957563 <derekjo@gil.com.
au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254 
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts 
07 32676662 <trike@tpg.com.au>.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 661 Smithfield QLD 4878 <flying@
cairnshangglidingclub.org>, [www.cairnshang 
glidingclub.org]. Pres: Vanessa Spark 
<maxidog6@bigpond.com>; Sec: Tracey Hayes 
<info@azurephotography.com.au>; Trs: Daniel  
Keech <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Committee: 
Ted Powell, Brod Osborne, Joe Reyes.

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc. 
asn.au]. Pres/SO: Walt Nielsen 0439 072013 
<president@chgc.asn.au>; VPres/SSO HG: 
Ken Hill 0418 188655 <vicepresident@
chgc.asn.au>; Sec: Kate Baker 0403 991878 
<secretary@chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Steve Monson 
0407 597096 <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; SSO 
PG: Phil Hystek 0418 155317, 07 55434000 
(h), Brandon O’Donnell 0416 089889.

Capricornia Paraflyers Inc.
92 Stanley St, Rockhampton QLD 4700. Pres/
SSO: Shayne TowersHammond 0434 544148 
<shayne.16@hotmail.com>; Sec: Bill Gonch 
0434 544148 <bgonch@gmail.com>; Trs/
SO: Fraser Strain; CFI: JeanLuc Lejaille 0418 
754157 <rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com>.

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
‘The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD 
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438 
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: 
James Lowe 0418 963315 <j.lowe@cqu.
edu.au>; Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699 
<jaw12@bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 
0427 177237 <jonathon.a.wall@team.
telstra.com>; SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 
07 49387607. Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 
49922865 <prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Dalby Hang Gliding Club
13 Cottman St, Buderim QLD 4556. Pres: Bruce 
Crerar <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; Sec/Trs: 
Annie Crerar 0418 711821 <annie.bruce@
bigpond.com>; SSO: Bruce Crerar.

Duaringa Flying Club Inc.
Lot 29 Capricorn Hwy, Duaringa QLD 4712. 
Pres: Paul Barry 0499 22865 <prbarry@tpg.
com.au>; Sec/Trs: Tim Osborn 0499 310902 
<timothyjosborn1@gmail.com>.

Fly Killarney Inc.
[www.flykillarney.com.au]. Pres: Scott Farrell  
0439 754303 <scott308@rocketmail.com>; 
VPres: Dave Gibbs; Trs/Sec: Paul McCullough 
0407 731280 <plrmcc@yahoo.com.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.
[groupspaces.com/ParadiseFlyers]. Pres: 
Santiago Ayala 0438 612790 <Santiago.Ayala@
yahoo.com>; Sec: Brett Paull 0450 293199 
<brettpaull70@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar 
0419 798684 <grant_cassar@yahoo.com>.

Sunshine Coast Sports Aviators Inc.
PO Box 2399, Noosa Heads, QLD 4561 
[www.sunshinecoastsportsaviators.com.au]. 
Pres: Paul Green <president@sunshine 
coastsportsaviators.com.au> 0412 376719;  
VPres/SSO (HG) David Cookman 0427 498 
573; Sec: Karen Cookman 0407 498573; Trs: 
Allan Hutchinson 0422 357833; SSOs (PG): 
JeanLuc Lejaille 0418 754157, Shane Gingell 
0417 619167, Jonny Allen 0438 107518.

Townsville Hang Gliding Club Inc.
20 Wood St, Mundingburra, QLD 4812, 
[sitework@mackay.net.au].

Wicked Wings Toowoomba HG & PG Club
[www.wickedwings.com.au]. Pres: Joe Colfs  
0422 587636 <joe_colfs@hotmail.com>; 
VPres: Brendan McKenzie, 0401 769712 
<brendan86@live.com.au>; Trs: Peter 
Harding 0427 119314 <peter60@live.
com.au>; Sec: Sonya Fardell 0415 156256. 
<soyafardell@yahoo.com.au>.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax: 
07 49555122 <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

Victoria
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
c/o Rob Van Der Klooster, 44 Tanner St, Break 
water VIC 3219, <dynasoarers@gmail.com>;  
Pres: Peter Hannah 0422 148545; SSO: Rob  
van der Klooster 0408 335559, Jan Benne 
witz 0423 139923. Meetings: 1st Fri/month, 
venue see [www.dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
Unit 3/421 Melbourne Rd, Newport VIC 3015  
[www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dave Moore 0432 
152101 <dave.moore04@gmail.com>; Sec:  
Johannes Straub 0449 866513 <j.straub@
gmx.net>; Trs: Noel Bear 0425 801813 
<Treasurer@mhgc.asn.au>; SSO: Glenn 
Bachelor; Committee: Pete Cass, Neale 
Halsall & Glenn Bachelor. Meetings: 2nd Wed/
month, The Palace Hotel, 505 City Rd, South 
Melbourne VIC 3205. 

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 317, Bright VIC 3741,[www.nevhgc.
net]. Pres: Wally Arcidiacono 0481 283489 
<wally_arcidiacono@hotmail.com>; Sec: 
Barb Scott 0408 844224 <scott.bj@gmail.
com>; Trs: John Chapman <chappo252@
gmail.com>; SSO: Karl Texler 0428 385144 
<brightvt@netc.net.au>; Committee: Bill 
Brooks <piratebill.brooks@gmail.com>, Clara 
Knoche <clara.knoche@web.de>, Brendan 
Fraser <brendan@zoho.com>. Meetings: 
[nevhgcmembersforum@googlegroups.com].

Skyhigh Paragliding Club
PO Box 441, Kew VIC 3101, [www.skyhigh 
paragliding.org]. Pres: Garrath Evans <pres@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; VPres: David 
Laird <vp@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Trs: 
Beny Aycardo <tres@skyhighparagliding.org.
au>; Sec: Phil Lyng <sec@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; M’ship: John Corlett <mem@skyhigh 
paragliding.org.au>; Nov Rep: Damien Marks 
<nov@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Web: 
Romann Kudinoff <wm@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Merch: Michael Armstrong <merchrep 
@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; SSO: Matthew 
Hall 0418 517407. Meetings: 1st Wed/month 
7:30pm Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, 
Abbotsford. No meeting in Nov or Jan.

Southern Microlight Club Inc.
[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au] Pres:  
Tony Batson 0410 420920 <president@
southernmicrolightclub.com.au>; Sec: Ian 
Rees 03 97621364 <secretary@southern 
microlightclub.com.au>; Trs: George Vassis 
<treasurer@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>. 
Meetings: 2nd Tues/month, Manhattern Hotel, 
Cnr Heatherdale & Canterbury Rds, Ringwood, 
6pm for dinner, 7pm meeting.

Victorian Air Hogs Inc.
75 Sandringham Pd, Newtown VIC 3220, 
[http://groupspaces.com/AirHogs], Forum: 

[ht tp: //skypir ates.f ree forums.org / ]. 
WSM/PPG/PHG. Contact: Bohdan Philippa 
<bohdan392@gmail.com>.

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc. 
org]. Pres: Dean Bayley 0408 548651; VPres: 
Greg Beglehole 0408 335559 <greg@heating 
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Nicky Shalders; Trs:  
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860 <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp 
0408 678734 <rohan@dynamicflight.com.
au>; Site Committee Chairperson: Steve 
Norman; Committee: James Wynd, Will 
Faulkner. Meet ings: Last Sat/month, The 
Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Western Australia
Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;  
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:  
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
147 Bruns Dr, Darling Downs WA 6122. Pres/
SSO: Rod Merigan 0439 967971 <rmerigan@
paraglidewesternaustralia.com.au>; VPres/
SO: Gabriel Bressan <gabebres@yahoo.com.
au>; Sec/Trs: Colin Brown 0407 700378 
<secretary@cloudbase.asn.au>. Meetings: 
Last Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne Park 
Bowling Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
3 Edgar St, Kalgoorlie WA 6430. Pres/SSO 
(Kalgoorlie): Murray Wood 0427 328638 
<muzel71@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Phil Clarkson  
0405 144475 <phil.clarkson@hotmail.com.
au>; Sec: Duncan Dekoning <chickendekoning@
hotmail.com>. SSOs (Perth): Mark Stokoe 0414 
932461 <wrx2002@iinet.net.au>, Richard 
Breyley 0417 986896.

WA Hill Flyers Club Inc.
186 Blackadder Rd, Swanview WA 6056, 
<hillflyersclub@gmail.com>. Pres/SSO: Rick 
Williams 0427 057961 <rickwillfly@yahoo.
com.au>; Sec/SSO: Gary Bennett 0412 124264; 
Trs/SSO: David Longman 08 93859469; SSO: 
Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386, Mike Ipkendanz 
0428 471806. Meetings held on site during club 
flyins at York.

WA Skypirates Paramototing Club
Pres: Mark Wild 0411 423923 <mwild@
gastech.com.au>; Trs: Mark Hayton 0439 
513465 <mark.hayton@riotinto.com>; Sec: 
Neil Angwin 0409 174434 <ccleaner@iinet.
net.au>; SSOs: Mark Wild 0411 423923, 
Gordon McCabe 0407 776462.

Western Microlight Club Inc 
25 Taylor St, Eaton WA 6232. Pres: Brian 
Watts 0407 552362; Sec: Paul Coffey 0428 
504285  <pcoffey@bis.net.au>.

Western Soarers 
3 Perrin Cr, Clarkson WA 6030; [www.
facebook.com/westernsoarers]. Pres: Michael 
Duffy 0402 020098 <wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; 
VPres: Jason Kath <jkath@bigpond.net.au>; 
Sec: Robert Burnett 0407 303454 <wshgc@
hgfa.asn.au>; Trs: Greg Lowry <g.lowry@
iinet.net.au>; SSOs: Shaun Wallace, Gavin 
Nicholls, Matty Coull, Rick Williams, Michael 
Duffy. Meetings: See [http://au.groups.
yahoo.com/group/western_soarers/].
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Western Australia

Australia Wide Services

Certified Paraglider 
Repairer Testing & Repairs
➲➲  Comprehensive test 

ing and repairs to  
all paragliders

➲➲  Fully equipped service 
and repair agents 
for: Advance, Aerodyne, 
Airwave, BioAir, Gin, Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, 
Nova, Ozone, Paratech, Sky, Skywalk, Swing, UP

➲➲  Full written report 
➲➲  Harness repair and modifications
➲➲  Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
➲➲  Parachute repacking
➲➲  Orders taken from anywhere in Australia,  

New Zealand and Asia
➲➲  Prompt turnaround

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550 
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>

[www.waparagliding.com]

Professional Paragliding
➲➲ Tandem Introductory Flights
➲➲ Paragliding Courses and Certifications
➲➲ Pilot Development Clinics
➲➲ Free Introduction course
➲➲ Tandem Endorsements
➲➲ Sales and Service

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd

Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412 271 404

<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au> 
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]
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Poliglide Paragliding 
Specialising in  

Motorised Paragliding since 2001
➲➲ SIV, towing, confidence building specialist.
➲➲ HG to PG conversions.
➲➲ ➲Sales and service of paragliding and motorised 

paragliding equipment.
➲➲ ➲Sport and Exercise Science trained.

➲

Importer of 
Swing  FreshBreeze motors Crispi Boots 
gliders since 1999 since 2001 since 2001

Reseller of Flytec & Icom

www.poliglide.com.au
0428 666 843
Andrew Polidano CFI

Photo: Andre Reis

New South Wales

New South Wales New South Wales

Located only one hour north of Brisbane, SEQ Paragliding 
is the most active paragliding school in QLD, spending 
more days on site teaching than anyone else. Utilising 
both hill and tow launching, with sites both inland and 
coastal, gives us the widest range of usable weather 
and our student a very well rounded set of flying skills. 

We offer a number of services:
➲➲  Tandem paragliding experiences
➲➲ 3 day intro to paragliding course
➲➲ Full learn to paraglide course
➲➲ Paragliding refresher course
➲➲ Tow endorsement course
➲➲ Learn to thermal course
➲➲ SIV skills development course
➲➲ Acro training sessions

We only use and sell top quality  
high performance equipment.

For supply of all your flying needs and accessories  
check out our website:

[www.SEQParagliding.com] or  
Email <fly@SEQParagliding.com> 
Ph: 0417 619 167PARAGLIDING CENTRE

We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as 
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to 
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best, 
our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding 
Champion) has been involved in paragliding since 1990 & 
instructing for over 10 years.

Courses
➲➲ Introductory & HGFA licence course
➲➲ Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
➲➲ SIV courses
➲➲ Tow courses
➲➲ XC tandem flights
➲➲ Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.  
See website for details.

Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves, 
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight 
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854 455 

[www.activeflight.com.au]

QueenslandVictoria Queensland

Canungra Sky Sports
Gold Coast 

[www.canungraskysports.com.au]
Hang gliding & Paragliding School 

CFI: Lisa Bradley PG & HG

Contact: 
<info@canungraskysports.com.au> 

Phone: 0457 287 200

+
Capricorn Sky Sports

Rockhampton
Hang gliding & Paragliding School 

CFI: Lisa Bradley PG & HG

Contact: 
<lisa@extremeair.co.nz> 

Phone: 0457 287 200

Rainbow Paragliding • APCO Australia
Offering the full range of APCO equipment

APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty  
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique  

in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction 
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders 

<shop@paraglidingrainbow.com>
➲➲  Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based 

on the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school 
has access to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate 
in the Cooloola National Park including Teewah and 
world famous Rain bow Beach. In the Sunshine State, 
we fly all year round, 60km crosscountry flights 
have been achieved in winter!

➲➲  FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four stu dents per 
instructor, for quality personalised tui tion at your 
own pace, between eight to 10 days.

➲➲  REFRESHER COURSE – Ground handling, top landing or 
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the 
experts.

➲➲  INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR 
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and the 
knowledge. 

➲➲  SALES AND SERVICES – New and secondhand, trade
in, maintenance and repairs.

➲➲  YOUR INSTRUCTORS: JeanLuc Lejaille, CFI and senior 
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue 
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience, 
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192 
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia

PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581

Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157 
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com> 

[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]
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Hang Gliders & Equipment
Icaro Aquila 18m2, 5 hrs, as new – $2000. Gin reserve 100
130kg, never used – $500. Contact: Bob & 0490 349441.

Litespeed 4S, only 120 hrs, very nice glider, three bags & all 
carbon inside wing, spare DT – $3000. Contact: Rob & 0418 
975892. 

Moyes Litesport 5, 2011, good condition, any reasonable offer 
accepted. Contact: Phil Smith & 0447 113749 (Perth, WA) or 
<psmith2@chtjv.com.au>. 

Manta HG Harness With Parachute – $1400, Fun 2 190, great 
condition – $4000, Charly Insider helmet – $70. Contact: Tom 
& 0432 300560 or <tomcsere@gmail.com>.

Vertex Pro VI VXA-220 Airband Transceiver, 5 Watt TX, loud 
audio submersible. New, never used or opened, in original 
packaging – $250. Contact: Gregory & 0434 284715.

Microlights & Equipment

Airborne Edge X Outback, Streak 2B wing, Tundra tyres, Rotax 
582, airband radio, intercom, two helmets with headsets, one 
flying suit – $10,000 ono. Contact: Rick & 0412 186031 for 
more information. 

Microlight P&M Aviation Quik GTR 450, strutted, 100hp. All 
inclusive with Enigma flight panel, GPS, transponder, radio. As 
new, set up once & hangared, 15 hrs total – $58,000. Contact: 
John & 0418 336346 or <john@appliedmachinery.com.au>. 

Airborne T-Lite, As new, less than 20 hrs. Always kept 
hangared in Exmouth, WA. VHF comms system included – 
$14000 ono. Contact: Joseph &➲0407 991240. 

Airborne XT 912 Outback, well maintained & reliable aircraft 
with full service history. 670 hrs on base, 300 hrs on Streak 
III wing. Helmets and headsets incl. Always kept in hangar – 
$32,000 ono. Contact: Paul & 0438 112150 (Nth QLD). 

General Classifieds

Kangook.com
The latest range of Kangook paramotors, Dudek Reflex 
paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares & your reserve 
parachute equipment all on our website for your inspection 
with prices. Contact: Ron &➲0403 975041.

The HG & PG Handbook  
for Australian Pilots

A primer for Restricted, Inter
mediate & Advanced HG and PG 

theory exams. Now in an expanded 
2nd edition. Up to date with the 

2015 HGFA Ops Manual.  
[www.tiliquabooks.com.au]

Concertina Bag
PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 
concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA 

SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, [www.parasupply.com].

Press To Talk System
PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/
PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA 

SUPPLY/PTT sys, [www.parasupply.com].

 

Classifieds are free of charge to private HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per issue 
will be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for membership verification/payment by email <office@
hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93367177 or post: 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor East VIC 3033. The deadline is the 1st of the month, 
one month prior to pub li cation date. Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publication, resub mission 
must be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a classified, remember to include your contact details (for prospective 
buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verifi ca tion). (Note: The above does not apply to com mer cial operators. Instructors/
Schools/Businesses may place multiple classified entries, but will be charged at commercial advertising rates. Commercial Calendar 
events are included under this ruling.)
Advertising Guidelines
All aircraft should be suitable for the intend ed use; this includes the skill level required for the specific aircraft being 
reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All members must adhere to the mainte nance requirements as 
contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should 
always be inspected by an indepen dent person, an Instructor wherever possi ble. Advice should be sought as to the 
con di tion, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft. It should include examination of mainte nance logs for the 
aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the 
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.
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Sydney’s northern beaches

Photo: Simon Braithwaite
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PWC Portugal pre-start gaggle

Photo: Gareth Carter




